


Sustainable Development
Priorities for  Southeast  Asia



Published by United Nations Environment Programme Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the Pacific

Copyright 2004, United Nations Environment Programme Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the Pacific

This publication may be reproduced in whole or part in any form for educational or non-profit purposes without
special permission from the copy right holder, provided acknowledgement of the source is made. UNEP would
appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this publication as a source. No use of this publication
may be made for resale of for any other commercial purpose whatsoever without prior permission in writing
form the United Nations Environment Programme.



The contents of this volume do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of UNEP or contributory organi-
zations. The designations employed and the presentations do not imply the expressions of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of UNEP or contributory organizations concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or its authority, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

 

United Nations Environment Programme
Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the Pacific
(UNEP RRC.AP)
Outreach Building, Asian Institute of Technology
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani 12120 Thailand



FOREWORD

The Sustainable Development Priorities for Southeast Asia is published
by UNEP to present the sustainable development challenges and pri-
orities for the Southeast Asian region over the next decade.  The report
aims to focus on the various strategies, the existing set of policy initia-
tives, and implementation to overcome these challenges.

Chapter 1 reviews the key sustainable development challenges faced in
Southeast Asia and some of their major achievements.  The challenges
include: social and economic challenges; the pressure on natural re-
sources; the pressure on air quality degradation and global warming;
unsustainable industrial practices; and soil erosion.  Some achievements
are: the integration of national development plans in Malaysia, Singapore,
Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand, and the Philippines; the existence of
participatory mechanism and processes; the strong subregional coopera-
tion; and the involvement in global agreements.

The negative and positive aspects Southeast Asia will potentially be
faced with if they followed the global and regional trends of pursuing
sustainable development are consisted in chapter 2.  Examples of nega-
tive aspects impacted from globalization are growing trade in illegal
drugs, human trafficking, and growing urbanization.  The positive as-
pects are the widening awareness and concern for sustainable develop-
ment, strengthening of global civil society, and multi-stakeholder part-
nerships.

ASEAN Vision 2020, defined and translated into concrete sustainable
goals, targets, and activities has been described in chapter 3.  Chapter 4
provides Elements of Subregional Sustainable Development Strategy
and Subregional Action Plans. Finally, chapter 5 emphasizes on the
necessity of a strong collaboration, cooperation and counterpartnership
among the government, civil society, business and international institu-
tions to accomplish sustainable development.

UNEP hopes that the Sustainable Development Priorities for Southeast
Asia would be useful for the government, non-government, private,
regional and international organizations in the pursuit of developing
policies, strategies, and action plans.  UNEP gratefully acknowledge the
contribution of organizations, institutes and, individuals in the prepa-
ration of the report.

Klaus Toepfer
United Nations Under-Secretary

General and

Executive Director, United Nations

Environment Programme
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

Given diverse geographic, economic and
cultural attributes, countries in Southeast Asia
face very different sustainable development
challenges, but at the same time confront
common challenges typical of industrializing
and urbanizing economies. Since the Rio Earth
Summit in 1992, subregion-wide cooperation
in sustainable development is being strength-
ened with the realization that environmental,
economic and social problems could be
better addressed by collaborative efforts
through the knowledge sharing and pooling
of  resources.

Globalization and its negative consequences,
 uneven access to rapid technological advances
that have led to a widening “digital divide,”
growing urbanization, climate change, and the
rise of international terrorism are among the
negative trends impinging on the subregion.
On the positive side is  widening awareness
and concern for sustainable development,
along with the strengthening of global civil
society and multi-stakeholder partnerships.

ASEAN Vision 2020 provides the long-
term sustainable development framework for
the sub-region. The Hanoi Plan of Action
initially translated this into concrete goals,
targets and activities for 1999-2004. The
vision influenced and is broadly consistent
with the Millenium Development Goals
(MDGs). The sustainable development dimen-
sion of the vision was further defined during
the sub-regional preparations for the
Johannesburg World Summit for Sustainable
Development (WSSD) spearheaded by the

Task Force composed of ADB, ESCAP,
UNDP and UNEP in consultation with the
ASEAN Secretariat and civil society groups.

Specific goals defined for the subregion
fall under nine headings describing specific
Subregional Action Plans (SRAPs), namely:
(1) Sustainable Urban Planning and
Infrastructure Development; (2) Sustainable
Land Management and Biodiversity Protec-
tion; (3) Sustainable Coastal Zone Manage-
ment; (4) Air Quality Management and
Protection; (5) Sustainable Water Resource
Management; (6)  Science and Technology for
Sustainable Development; (7) Southeast Asian
Sustainable Development Information
Network; (8) Policy Reform for Sustainable
Development; and (9) Governance Reform for
Sustainable  Development

Important prerequisites to the pursuit of
the subregion’s sustainable development goals
are:

• Multi-stakeholder and participatory
governance mechanisms at the national
level, e.g. through establishment of
national councils  for sustainable
development (NCSDs);

• Formulation or updating of national
sustainable development strategies
(NSDS);

• Development of processes and mecha-
nisms to mainstream civil society partici-
pation in ASEAN deliberations;

• Co-ordination and integration at the
Southeast Asian subregional level of

⌧ ⌧ ⌧ ⌧ ⌧ 



Sustainable Development Priorities for Southeast Asia

Executive Summary



economic, social, and environmental
initiatives and policies;

• Implementation of carefully designed
sustainable development demonstration
projects across the Southeast Asian
subregion.

• Strengthening  government  accountabil-
ity (e.g. anti-corruption policies and
programs)

• Strengthening social responsibility and
accountability in the private sector, inter-
national organizations, and civil society

• Intimate involvement of the relevant
multilateral agencies (e.g., ADB, ASEAN,
ESCAP, MRC, UNDP, UNEP)

• Upholding a rights-based approach to
sustainable  development and the principle
of free prior informed  consent  in  the
implementa t ion  o f  development
projects.

The Strategic Plan of Action for the Envi-
ronment (SPAE), 1999-2004, includes 15
specific, time-bound ASEAN initiatives related
to environmental protection and the promo-
tion of sustainable development.

Important emerging issues that affect South-
east Asia include those related to globaliza-
tion and trade, biotechnology and informa-
tion technology.  In addressing challenges
arising from these emerging issues, the
following are recommended:

• Undertake a subregional assessment of the
impacts of globalization;

• Respect the autonomy of legitimate
environmental policies;

• Make trade policy more transparent and
participatory;

• Develop clear policy guidelines in promot-
ing clean industries and technologies;

• Develop a code of conduct, or best
practices for multinational enterprises
(MNEs);

• Promote the use of e-commerce in
trading of agricultural products;

• Strengthen consumer organizations in the

countries of the subregion;
• Strengthen small producer networks on

major crops;
• Formulate and disseminate government

policies on biotechnology;
• A five-year moratorium on the field-test-

ing of GMO products;
• Ensure that policies and practices relating

to In tellectual Property  Rights  (IPRs)
and  the conservation of biodiversity are
mutually supportive.

The collective and individual work agenda
facing the Southeast Asian countries in the
years ahead is a heavy one, necessitating
collaboration, cooperation and counterparting
among governments, civil society, business
and the international development institutions.
Southeast Asia has made strong headway in
fostering and effectively harnessing such
partnerships for sustainable development.
Still, the scope for further widening and
deepening such partnerships in Southeast Asia
remains large.  ASEAN can lead the way by
effecting stronger and more systematic
participation by both by civil society and the
private business sector in its development
processes.
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1.1 The Challenges
Before Us

Still not quite fully recovered from the
Asian financial crisis of 1997/98, the coun-
tries of Southeast Asia are facing a wide array
of challenges spanning their economic, social
and environmental concerns. The crisis re-
versed improvements in the poverty situation
achieved over years of dynamic economic
growth, as severe currency depreciation and
government fiscal imbalances also forced dra-
matic adjustments within the subregion’s
economies.  The natural environment, already
put under heavy pressure by rapid growth of
economic activities especially in the more
dynamic economies of the subregion, was put
under even more severe pressure from
troubled manufacturers and displaced work-
ers, both of whom intensified exploitation of
natural resources in the face of crisis.
Furthermore, pollution control measures have
been among the first to be set aside by manu-
facturers in the effort to reduce costs. On the
other hand, governments have been unable to
respond to these intensified environmental
pressures due to reduced budgetary resources
caused by the economic slowdown.

Given the subregion’s geographic, eco-
nomic and cultural diversity, the countries of
Southeast Asia face very different sustainable
development challenges, but at the same time
confront  common challenges typical of
industrializing and urbanizing economies.
These common   challenges include dispari-
ties in social and economic welfare among

regions at the subnational level, especially
between the  urban  centers and the rural coun-
tryside; social and environmental pressures
from  industrialization and rapid urbanization;
and general degradation of the environment.

Below are discussed some of the key sustain-
able development challenges facing the
subregion.

A. The social and economic
challenges  Southeast Asia
faces are daunting

• Southeast Asia accounted for 8.6 percent
of the world’s population in 2000, with an
aggregate population of 522 million in the
ten ASEAN member countries. Three of
the world’s megacities (i.e. with popula-
tions exceeding 10 million), are situated
in the subregion, namely, Bangkok, Metro
Manila and Jakarta.

Chapter 1
                              
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• There is wide diversity in the level of
economic development within the subre-
gion, with per capita incomes ranging from
US$260 to US$30,200. Cambodia, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar
and Vietnam are at the lower end while
Brunei Darussalam and Singapore occupy
the higher end of the income spectrum.

• The average ranking on the UNDP’s Hu-
man Development Index (HDI) of the
ASEAN countries had moved up from 96th
in 1993 to 87th in 1999, out of a field of
174 countries.  But this varied widely
between Singapore’s rank of 43rd and Lao
PDR’s 141st. People earning less than
US$1 per day had gone down from 24 per-
cent of the subregion’s population in 1987
to 11 percent in 1998. Those earning less
than US$2 per day declined from 63 per-
cent to 45 percent in the same period, still
a rather high number.

• Literacy rates vary widely across the sub-
region, with illiteracy among men ranging
from 3 to 43 percent in 1998, and 6 to 80
percent in women.Relatively lower access
to education has led to exploitation of
women, especially from poorer nations, in
the sex and employment trades. Most
ASEAN nations have inadequate enforce-
ment capabilities to curb trafficking of
women and children.  Even where their
employment has been voluntary, women
from poorer nations who are seen as cheap
sources of  labor especially as domestic
help in other parts of the world have
become vulnerable to rape, abusive prac-
tices and sometimes forced prostitution.

• While notable progress has been made in
add ressing overall health concerns of
peoples in the sub region, the absolute
numbers of people without  access to safe
water and sanitation remain staggering.
The spread of HIV and AIDS resulting
from rampant sex exploitation has become
a growing public health problem in the
subregion. Drug trafficking and drug abuse

including in schools at the secondary level
and up have likewise become significant
public health concerns.

• In much of the subregion, deep-rooted
social attitudes towards women and their
position in the home and society have
relegated women to a disadvantaged posi-
tion in education, enterprise and public
office. Many women in Southeast Asia lack
knowledge and literacy in politics and are
ignorant of their political rights.  There is
also a perception of women's political role
as merely being supportive; at the same
time, there is lack of women’s initiative to
work  towards overcoming the system that
prevents the recruitment, nomination and
promotion of women to positions of deci-
sion-making. This is reinforced by the
reluctance within established political
organizations to recognize women mem-
bers with leadership potentials. Finally,
there is in general lack of interest in poli-
tics and public affairs among women in
much of Southeast Asia.

• One-third of all indigenous peoples in the
world are in Asia. Indigenous groups in
Southeast Asia usually have low-impact life
styles and sustainability has been a neces-
sity for survival. They are often the most
vulnerable members of society to develop-
ment impacts and environmental change.
Although Agenda 21 recognizes the role
of indigenous groups, there has been little
progress over the past decade in
mainstreaming the concerns of the
subregion’s indigenous groups into devel-
opment decision-making.

B. Pressures on water re-
sources

• Water abstraction from rivers, lakes,
storage reservoirs and underground aqui-
fers is creating a growing imbalance
between supply and demand for  numer-
ous competing water users in Southeast
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Asia.  Water scarcity, which is most criti-
cal at the end of the dry season, is accom-
panied by water quality degradation and
pathogenic bacterial pollution from
human waste.  Seasonal flooding is a
serious hazard in numerous SE Asian
watersheds, including a number of
transboundary rivers.Conflicts between
competing water users are increasing, and
can involve local, provincial, national, as
well as transboundary users and interest
groups.

• Many rivers in the subregion run through
more than one country. For example,
Kapuas River in the island of Borneo runs
from Kalimantan in Indonesia to Sarawak
in Malaysia; the Mekong River runs
through China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand,
Camb odia, and Vietnam. Countries
through which these rivers run obtain
enormous benefits, which are  affected by
each country’s respective actions affecting
the common resource. Thus, special
mechanisms for the joint management of
the water resource are called for. The Lower
Mekong River presents what is arguably
the most challenging Southeast Asian wa-
ter management issue from a subregional
perspective. The Mekong River Commis-
sion (MRC) was established specifically to
respond to this, with a mandate “to
promote and co-ordinate sustainable man-
agement and development of water and
related resources for the countries' mutual
benefit and the people's well-being, by
implementing strategic programs and
activities and providing scientific informa-
tion and policy  advice”.

C. Pressure on Biodiversity

• Southeast Asia is one of the earth’s most
biodiverse areas, with three out of the
world’s 17 megadiversity countries being
in the subregion, namely Indonesia,
Malaysia and the Philippines. The subre-
gion supports about half of the world’s ter-

restrial and marine biodiversity, contains
four biodiversity “hotspots” and 36 out of
a  global total of 221 Endemic Bird Areas,
as well as a number of other endemic plant
and animal species which require special
protective measures. Indonesia is ranked
as one of the top five countries in the world
for biological richness and contains more
than 15% of all vertebrate species.

• However, the rich biodiversity of the
subregion is under serious threat from
human activities that result in habitat loss
and degradation, as well as over-exploita-
tion of biological resources. Illegal trade
in endangered species of the subregion’s
species and wildlife and their products also
threatens Southeast Asia’s biodiversity. The
importation of exotic and alien species
presents still another threat. Laws and
regulations to control trade in such
species are generally inadequate, and
weakly enforced.

D. Pressure on forestry re-
sources

Between 1990 and 2000, the subregion
lost an  average of 23,260 square kilometers
of forests per year, with Indonesia, the
Philippines, Thailand, Myanmar and Malay-
sia having the highest loss rates due to
logging, shifting cultivation, conversion to
plantations and forest fires. The rate of defor-
estation of 1.04 percent per year is more than
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four times faster than the global average of
0.23 percent per year.

• Forest fires occur in most countries in
Southeast Asia, particularly in Indonesia
where extensive fires in the late 1990s
caused havoc for the neighboring coun-
tries in the subregion. About one million
hectares of Indonesia's natural forests were
destroyed by forest fires in 1997. Causes
include agricultural land clearing, hunt-
ing, non-timber and forest product
collection. Forest fires have, in turn,
contributed a great deal to the reduction
of forest cover and wildlife.  The Indone-
sian forest fires in 1997-98 and the asso-
ciated haze resulted to an estimated cost
of US$9 billion, damaging 9 million hect-
ares and  adversely affecting 70 million
people. The damage transcends national
boundaries, with Singapore and Malay-
sia bearing a significant external cost due
to atmospheric pollution.

E. Pressure on marine and
coastal  resources

Two of the largest archipelagic states in
the world (i.e. Indonesia and the Philippines)
and thousands of other islands are located in
the region. The human population in South-
east Asian coastal cities and towns doubled
between 1980 and 2000, placing additional

stress on coastal ecosystems. Coastal and
marine resources in Southeast Asia are
subject to overexploitation, pollution and con-
flicting uses. Coral reefs within the region have
been badly  degraded and are also vulnerable
to coral bleaching which is expected to inten-
sify with further sea surface temperature
increases caused by global warming.

• Overfishing, encroachment by foreign
fishing vessels, territorial disputes on criti-
cal marine and coastal ecosystems such as
the case of the Spratly Islands, oil spills
and land based pollutants (garbage, min-
ing waste, soil erosion from reclamation,
sand mining) are persistent issues in the
subregion. Not only are the fish stocks de-
clining at alarming rates; the number and
impact of commercial trawling operations
also have a devastating impact on the
environment and the livelihood of tradi-
tional fishing communities. The encroach-
ment of commercial fishing boats into
sovereign national waters results in numer-
ous conflicts among nations and in some
instances, apprehensions have resulted in
fatalities.

• Commercial fishing operations also
encroach into the shoreline zones that are
traditionally utilized for artisanal or small-
scale fishing practices. The encroachments
have rapidly diminished fish populations
and led to severe degradation of the ma-
rine environment from bottom trawling
and other detrimental  techniques. A criti-
cal concern is the marginalization of
traditional and small-scale fishers who
depend on coastal resources to support
their families and communities.  In addi-
tion to the loss of income from depleted
fish stocks, fishing communities also can
suffer from  malnutrition.

• In the live food fish and tropical aquarium
fish trades, collectors apply destructive
practices that destroy coral reef ecosystems
and deplete fisheries resources to supply
fish for restaurants and aquariums world-
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wide. There is also an imbalance in the
planning and allocation of finances and
technical resources of governments that
tend to cater to the demands of rich
consumers (e.g. Hong Kong, Japan,
Europe, US) over the needs of national
consumers.

F. Pressure on air quality
and global warming

• Urban air quality in the subregion has
already reached levels hazardous to health,
with total suspended particulates ranging
from 95-270 micrograms per cubic meter
(µ/cu.m.), whereas the World Health
Organization (WHO) guideline is 100 µ/
cu.m. Air pollution has come primarily
from vehicle emissions and industrial pol-
lution, with urban centers having the worst
levels of air quality.

• Many countries in the Region are depen-
dent on imported fuel, mainly petroleum,
which costs the governments billions of dol-
lars a year. For example, in 1995, 14.6
billion metric tons of the Philippines en-
ergy supply went to electricity production.
The importation of cheap motorbikes from
China by Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and
Thailand further raises the demand for
petroleum. The burning of petroleum
produces prodigious amounts of heat and
gases that are not only hazardous to
human health but are greenhouse
substances that exacerbate global warming.
With increased population, industrializa-
tion and electrification, SE Asia’s contri-
bution to global warming will also grow.

• Future global warming and climate change
associated with greenhouse gas emissions
is anticipated to be one of the most
serious environmental impacts of the 21st
century in Southeast Asia.  Coastal areas
are highly vulnerable to the effects of sea
level rise.  Coastal and lowland flooding,
already a serious problem in SE Asia, is

expected to intensify.   Poor people and
those who occupy marginal coastal lands
are most  vulnerable to present and future
flooding  impacts.

G.  Pressure along with prob-
lems posed by soil
degradation

• Soil erosion from surface water runoff is a
problem in Southeast Asia that contrib-
utes to the loss of topsoil.  Problems are
most acute in the flood-prone countries
like the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambodia and Lao
PDR. In these countries, water erosion
impacts an average of 20% of the total land
areas. Resulting declines in soil fertility
affect certain countries in Southeast Asia,
and cover 56 million hectares, of which
26 million hectares are in Thailand (rep-
resenting 50% of the surface area of the
country).

H. Pressure on transboundary
pollution

• There are two major concerns in the
region in regard to the increase of toxic
chemicals and transboundary pollution.
The first relates to the movement and
dumping of hazardous waste materials into
less developed nations in Southeast Asia.
Among the chemicals of primary concern
are those that have been banned in other
countries because of their associated
environmental problems. These include
chemicals such as DDT, a pesticide that
has been banned for decades but has
resurfaced in Southeast Asia. Other
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) that
are harmful to the environment and people,
such as endocrine disruptors, are found
throughout the region and need to be
phased out of use. These include the Agent
Orange at military bases from the Viet-
nam war period dumped in Southern Thai-
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land and long-term consequences in Viet-
nam from herbicide spraying, as well as
toxic wastes left over by the US Army
Forces in former military bases in the
Philippines (Subic, Clark and others).

• Another aspect of transboundary pollution
is the problem of operational discharges
and oil and chemical spills from tankers
and other ships plying the waterways of
the region.  Operational discharges from
vessels may involve the release of sludge
and oily wastes, sewage and garbage,
flashings from the cleaning of oil and
chemical tanks, and ballast water
discharges. On this latter point, ballast
water discharges are the principal route
for the introduction of alien species to
local ecosystems, resulting in the prolif-
eration of foreign flora and fauna at the
expense of native species and local
livelihoods.Shipping accidents can be
catastrophic in terms of the resulting
impacts on ecosystems and human lives.
With  millions of tons of crude oil, petro-
leum products and noxious and hazardous
chemicals being transported through the
region’s sea lanes on a daily basis, and
projections that shipping will triple in the
next 25 years, the threat of accidents is
increasing from the busy Straits of
Malacca to the vast South China Sea.

I. Pressure on unsustainable
industrial practices

• The environmental performance of
industry in Southeast Asia has been
compromised by inadequate land use plan-
ning and zoning of industrial activities,
poor use of environmental management
tools, lack of transparency, and weak
adoption of environmentally sound
technologies. In many Southeast Asian
countries there are conflicting interests
between the industry and environment
ministries, often leading to inconsistent
and even contradictory policies.

Frequently, there is inadequate enforce-
ment of environmental policies and
regulations, allowing the persistence of
illegal industrial  activities.

These and other similar concerns make
the pursuit of sustainable development in
Southeast Asia particularly challenging.
And given the wide diversity in the
Southeast Asian countries’ circumstances,
subregion-wide collective actions need to
be complemented with intra-regional and
individual national initiatives.

1.2 What We Have
Achieved

Most of the countries in Southeast Asia
were represented at the UNCED in Rio in
1992, and almost all countries have acceded
to or ratified the relevant international
conventions and treaties for sustainable
development (see Appendix 1). While there
has been notable progress in implementing
these goals, the achievement across the region
varies markedly from country to country, with
each country taking a different thrust towards
the realization of their national development
objectives.  These include economic incen-
tives, new legislations, and social reform
agenda, among others.

A. Sustainable development is
being integrated into na-
tional  plans.

A number of countries have made signifi-
cant steps towards translating the ideals of
Agenda 21 into their national development
strategies or plans. Brunei, through its 6th and
7th National Development Plans, has progres-
sively built up its policies towards pursuit of
sustainable development.  Malaysia has like-
wise integrated critical action programs of
Agenda 21 into its five-year development plans,
starting with the 7th Malaysia Plan (1996-
2000) and through the subsequent plans. It
has also plotted its longer term directions in
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its Vision 2020. Singapore has a Green Plan
with corresponding action programs, which
comprise the national environmental master
plan towards improving the living environment
and raising public health standards.

• Indonesia, Myanmar and the Philippines
have prepared their national Agenda 21.
In addition, Indonesia formulated sectoral
plans for human settlements, tourism,
mining, energy, and forestry, and some
local governments in both the Philippines
and Indonesia are also working on their
local Agenda 21. In Thailand, the Sustain-
able Development Action Plan forms the
blueprint for the country’s sustainable
development.

• Still, even with the excellent strategies and
plans that have been prepared, most tend
to be weakly linked to the main economic
development plans, are not adequately
financed and to date have had little
political support.

B. Participatory mechanisms
and processes are being
provided.

• National councils for sustainable develop-
ment (NCSDs) or their equivalent have
been created as focal points for dialogue
among stakeholders in planning and imple-
menting sustainable development objec-
tives. NCSDs have tended to undertake
four tasks: (1) facilitating the participation
of civil society in government decision-
making, (2) promoting an integrated
approach to economic, social and environ-
mental issues, (3) localizing global agree-
ments and (4) assisting civil society in
United Nations processes and delibera-
tions.  NCSDs have served as a venue for
balancing competing priorities of the
government and major groups in attempt-
ing to forge consensus among competing
interests.

• The Philippines and Thailand have estab-
lished their respective NCSDs, and
Indonesia is expected to create an apex
body for sustainable development soon.
Still in other countries, the environment
ministry or the economic planning depart-
ments have been tasked to undertake the
overall coordination for meeting the
objectives of sustainable development.
Whatever the existing institutional mecha-
nisms for sustainable development are, an
important element of these bodies is the
provision for multi-stakeholder participa-
tion. Appendix 2 shows the sustainable
development mechanisms in the countries
of Southeast Asia.

• In general, public awareness of sustainable
development issues has increased signifi-
cantly in the subregion during the last
decade. In most countries, members of
civil society have joined in the discussion
and the pursuit of sustainable development
goals. In some instances, civil society
organizations (CSO) and business organi-
zations are active members of the national
council for sustainable development, which
has shown that a partnership between
different stakeholders can result in better
coordination and consolidation of
positions.
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C. Subregion-wide coopera-
tion is being strengthened.

The countries of Southeast Asia have a long
history of cooperation in cultural, economic,
and environmental concerns.  Among several
existing forums for subregional cooperation,
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), which includes all the countries in
the subregion except East Timor, has the long-
est history and the most extensive areas of
coverage. The achievements of the Southeast
Asian subregion in pursuit of sustainable
development are manifested in the initiatives
undertaken by the ASEAN.

• ASEAN’s earliest initiative on environmental
cooperation was the ASEAN Subregional
Environment Programme of 1977. The
link between environment  and sustainable
development gained explicit recognition in
1992 in Singapore.  Through the Singapore
Declaration, ASEAN pledged “to play an
active part in protecting the environment
by continuing to cooperate by promoting
the principle of sustainable development
and integrating it into all  aspects of devel-
opment.”

• This commitment to sustainable develop-
ment was reaffirmed in the Resolution on
Environment and Development (Bandar
Seri Begawan 1994) - to promote the prin-
ciples of the Rio Declaration on Environ-
ment and Development, and to implement
Agenda 21; to implement the ASEAN Stra-
tegic Plan of Action on the Environment;
to adopt a set of harmonized environmen-
tal quality standards for ambient air and
river water quality, and to attain these
standards by 2010.

• Likewise, the Jakarta Declaration on
Environment and Development (1997)
aimed, among others, to control
transboundary pollution, conserve and
manage natural resources and the environ-

ment, establish an ASEAN Regional
Center for Biodiversity Conservation, to
urge developed countries to fulfill their
commitments made at UNCED. The
ASEAN Vision 2020 sets the goals for
sustainable development in the subregion
until 2020 and the Hanoi Plan of Action
details its implementation strategies.

• The first ASEAN Strategic Plan of Action
on the Environment (SPAE 1994-1998)
achieved its  objectives, including the
adoption of the Cooperation Plan on
Transboundary Pollution in 1995, address-
ing atmospheric pollution, movement of
hazardous wastes, and transboundary
shipborne pollution (in line with GATT
principles). The plan also facilitated the
development of a Regional Haze Action
Plan, following the 1997 forest fires. ADB,
ESCAP, the World Meteorological
Organization and UNEP supported
national and subregional endeavors within
their capacity and resources.

• The second ASEAN Strategic Plan of
Action on the Environment consists of the
key activities to be implemented over the
next 5 years, including in the areas of
coastal and marine environment, nature
conservation and biodiversity, multilateral
environmental agreements, management of
land and forest fires and haze, and other
environmental activities.  The current plan
for the period 1999-2004 includes the
ratification of the ASEAN Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution. Programs
relating to the protection of biodiversity
are also being pursued, including the
protection of heritage parks and reserves,
and the adoption and implementation of
the ASEAN Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources, and Sustainable Management
of Water Resources. Publication of the
State of the Environment in Southeast Asia
is now also being regularly undertaken,
with two having been produced so far.
(Appendix 3 presents the various existing
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subregional cooperation mechanisms and
their contributions towards the goals of
sustainable development in the region.)

D. Even as Global agreements
are being adhered to.

• Finally, the Southeast Asian countries have
ratified or signed many of the multilateral
environmental agreements (MEAs),
creating new obligations and opportuni-
ties for these countries. These include
agreements and conventions on: combat-
ing desertification; nuclear safety;
non-navigation uses of international
watercourses; conservation and manage-
ment of fish stocks; safety of spent fuel
management and safety of radioactive
management; prior informed consent
procedures for certain hazardous chemi-
cals and pesticides in international trade;
protocol on liability and compensation for
damage  resulting from transboundary
movements of  hazardous waste and their
disposal according to the Basel Conven-
tion; biosafety; and persistent organic
pollutants.

• Several mechanisms have been created, or
have special roles with respect to
international environmental agreements,
including the Global Environment Fund,
Kyoto Protocol, Basel Convention, Ramsar
Convention, Convention on Biodiversity,
Convention on Desertification, Persistent
Organic Pollutants Convention. These
agreements and funding mechanisms
are often provided as “additional to”
official development assistance and
represent an integral part of environmental
sector in Southeast Asia.

• In general these agreements: (1) require
capacity building and institutional strength-
ening to ensure effective implementation,
(2) provide for direct funding of projects
that meet the goals of the international

agreement, and (3) increase the need for
environmental assessment, planning, and
management of the programs and projects
that arise out of these agreements.

1.3  What We Have
Learned

The ongoing cooperation in Southeast Asia
has come from the realization that environ-
mental, economic and social problems, espe-
cially those that  require long-term and diffi-
cult solutions, could be better addressed by
collaborative efforts through the sharing of
knowledge and the pooling of   resources. The
region’s understanding on international sus-
tainable development issues of common in-
terest have also allowed the subregion to ef-
fectively articulate their concerns in interna-
tional    forums. Furthermore, regional coop-
eration provides economies of scale, reduces
transaction costs, speeds up development
through improved sharing of knowledge, and
increases opportunities, particularly those that
partners on their own cannot capture (such as
improved resource mobilization, private
sector development, and gains from trade).

Following are some particular lessons
gained from experience of the past years:

• Slow progress of implementation of Agenda
21 has been traced to limited resources,
inadequate  capacities, and policy gaps



Where We Are Now: Challenges and Achievements

Sustainable Development Priorities for Southeast Asia

along with unclear and overlapping roles
among national government agencies.
There remains a general tendency to
consider environment as a separate issue
from social and economic development.
The sectoral approach to development
taken by most countries has revealed its
own shortcomings.

• In spite of a number of largely uncoordi-
nated discussions and initiatives on the
matter, a systematic monitoring of stan-
dardized social, economic, human devel-
opment and environmental performance
indicators remains to be an unfilled need.
Such indicators need to be relevant to the
national and local contexts in each
country.

• The overall development plans of all
countries in the region need to be recon-
sidered so that development activities are
less dependent on fossil fuels. Government
commitment is necessary to support
initiatives to develop and/or sustain renew-
able  energy technologies (e.g. by shifting
subsidies away from traditional   fuels).
Apart from this, strict  policies and
consistent enforcement are required to
control CO2 emissions from vehicles and
industrial equipment.

• Key policies on energy, water, forests,
coastal   resources, and mineral resources
have erred by keeping natural resource
prices below their market value. Artificially
low prices encourage over use of resources
and encourage waste. Other policies have
subsidized the use of dirty fuels, pesticides,
and fertilizers.  This has not only created
inefficient and excessive use, it has also
led to serious air pollution, contamination
of soil and water by persistent organic
pollutants, and eutrophication of lakes,
rivers of streams.  There are a number of
options for economic intervention, includ-
ing price deregulation, removal of subsi-

dies, tax reform, encouraging investment
in environmental friendly industries, and
promotion of energy  efficiency and waste
minimization.

• Experience in Southeast Asia has revealed
that relatively strict environmental stan-
dards have been adopted from other ju-
risdictions without much analysis of the
compliance costs and enforcement regime
required. The result has been lack of
enforcement and outright non-compliance.
To be effective,environmental standards
must be achievable and be backed up by
consistent monitoring and enforcement.
The standards and the process of moni-
toring compliance should be designed to
fit the local context, with due consider-
ation for government’s  enforcement
capability and financial capability of
existing enterprises and local communi-
ties.

• Despite the well-crafted national strategies
for implementation of Agenda 21 in most
Southeast Asian countries, there is a
general lack of information from the
public point of view on progress, and
where it is available, only government sec-
tor           initiatives are being reported.
Initiatives at the subregional (i.e. ASEAN)
level are also largely unknown outside of
the ASEAN intergovernmental circles. A
key challenge therefore remains in improv-
ing access to relevant information, in or-
der to open up more channels and forums
for public participation, to improve trans-
parency and accountability, and to counter
corruption and weak governance. Specifi-
cally, participation of the major groups
should be sought in all levels of the
development process, from planning to
implementation and monitoring.  But
effective participation requires informed
participation.
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The overall development outlook for South-
east Asia in the next decade is being shaped
by worldwide and regional trends. Global
trends provide an increasingly challenging
environment within which the subregion and
individual countries therein must pursue
sustainable development and promotion of
their peoples’ well-being.  These trends have
both negative and positive implications.

On the negative side:

• Globalization, apart from spurring more
active trade in primary resource-using
commodities, has also facilitated the
spread of transnational crime and com-
municable  diseases (HIV/AIDS, SARS).
Growing trade in illegal drugs and human
trafficking are among the problems accom-
panying globalization.  The distribution of
benefits from an increasingly globalized
trade and investment regime have been
highly uneven, resulting in a widening
income gap between rich and poor coun-
tries and between the rich and poor within
countries.

• Rapid technological advance especially in
information and communication technol-
ogy (ICT) and emergence of the “New
Economy” has brought about the “digital
divide”, where the gap between rich and
poor within and among countries widens
even further due to differential access to
ICT.  At the same time, cross-cultural in-
fluences, particularly the onslaught of
Western culture, lifestyles and values

propagated by Western-dominated global
mass media have compromised the more
sustainable indigenous lifestyles character-
izing the cultures of Asia.  This has also
led to concerns about a steady loss of cul-
tural identity and heritage in the nations
of the region.  Meanwhile, spiritual values
are also being replaced by material values,
a trend that must be reversed if sustain-
able development is to be achieved.

• Growing urbanization is rapidly changing
human demographics in SE Asia.  In 1999,
38% of the Southeast Asian population
lived in urban centers, with the propor-
tion of total population residing in urban
centers growing by 3% annually.  This
implies a two-fold increase in the level of
urbanization in most countries by the year
2025.  Environmental pressures from ur-
banization include deteriorating air and
water quality, persistent noise pollution,

                         
     

Chapter 2



Where We Are Heading: Unfolding Trends and Scenarios

Sustainable Development Priorities for Southeast Asia

and the management of municipal, indus-
trial and hazardous waste. These impose
huge costs in terms of both public health
and reduced productivity. For example, in
both Bangkok and Jakarta, the annual costs
of air quality deterioration from dust and
lead pollution are estimated at US$ 5 bil-
lion.  In addition, there will be a need for
massive future investments running into
trillions of dollars in urban transport,
sewage collection and treatment, and the
collection and disposal of solid wastes in
Southeast Asia over the next 25 years.

• Climate change has become an unmistak-
able consequence of an increasingly
energy-intensive economic growth in most
parts of the globe, including in Southeast
Asia.  While the industrialized countries
are largely responsible for most of the
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and the
ASEAN region is omparatively a very
minor contributor to the problem, it may
have suffered more from the negative
impacts of climate change.  In a recent
Asian Development Bank (ADB) study, the
energy sector was found to account for 80%
of the total 1990 greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions of the Asian countries partici-
pating in the study.  Under baseline
projections, overall GHG emissions will
triple by 2020 compared to 1990, while
the emissions from the energy sector will

quadruple.  Thus the projections indicate
that the energy sector will account for
about 90% of total GHG emissions by
2020.  Meanwhile, high rates of economic
growth have been accompanied by rapid
growth in sales of motor vehicles in the
region, which in itself will spur even more
rapid growth in GHG emissions and wa-
ter demands (i.e. for washing), unless man-
aged properly.

• The rise of international terrorism,
especially in the wake of the World Trade
Center and Bali attacks, has changed the
entire complexion of global security, and
its negative impacts on world economic,
social and political order have only begun
to unfold.

On the positive side:

• Widening awareness and concern for
sustainable development has been a posi-
tive trend since the 1992 Rio Earth Sum-
mit led countries to consciously pursue
more responsible development under the
guidance of Agenda 21.  Nonetheless,
sustainable development challenges arising
from environmental degradation and
urbanization, among other things, have
intensified and put greater pressure on the
welfare of future generations of Southeast
Asians.

• Strengthening of global civil society and
multi-stakeholder partnerships, another
positive trend, is facilitated by the ICT
revolution and the increased openness of
governments and international bodies to
non-government participation. Initiatives
and resources from civil society and the
private business sector have increasingly
taken on a stronger role in the pursuit of
sustainable human development.  In some
countries of the subregion, both NGOs
and the business sector have become
valuable partners in concrete initiatives for
sustainable development.
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Against this backdrop, Southeast Asia en-
tered the 21st century hopeful of a sustained
rebound from the economic slowdown stem-
ming from the Asian financial crisis that
affected all countries in the subregion.  Signs
point to such a rebound already taking place,
with Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam return-
ing to economic growth rates exceeding 5
percent in 2003, while the other economies
in the subregion are likewise showing improv-
ing growth prospects.  Nonetheless, the
continuing threat of international terrorism
and the possibility of a resurgence of the SARS
epidemic still cloud the medium-term
economic outlook.

Within countries in the subregion,
continuing industrialization, urbanization and
rising per capita incomes are putting ever-
increasing pressures on the environment and
natural resources.  Historically, per capita
energy and water consumption rise rapidly with
per capita income, particularly for countries
undergoing economic restructuring. Solid
waste generation likewise grows disproportion-
ately with rising incomes and heightened
consumerism. As the subregion further
emerges out of the difficulties of the Asian
financial crisis, these trends will increasingly
bring about problems associated with high
energy and water consumption, including
increased air and water pollution, growing
demands for effective solid waste manage-
ment, and loss of indigenous sustainable
lifestyles.
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The long-term sustainable development
framework for the sub-region has been fully
in place since the 1997 ASEAN Summit that
reaffirmed the aims of the association and
spelled out its vision for the sub-region by year
2020.  Since then, ASEAN  Vision 2020 has
been defined and translated into concrete
goals, targets and activities mainly through the
first medium-term action plan for 1999-2004
known as the Hanoi Plan of Action. The  sus-
tainable development dimension of the vision
was further defined during the   sub-regional
preparations for the Johannesburg World
Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD)
that reviewed the situation and  refined the
plan of action as reflected in the Southeast
Asia Regional Report to the WSSD.

ASEAN Vision 2020 envisions an ASEAN
that is:

“…a concert of Southeast Asian nations,
outward looking, living in peace, stability and
prosperity, bonded together in partnership in
dynamic development and in a community of
caring societies.”

“…socially cohesive and caring ASEAN
where hunger, malnutrition, deprivation and
poverty are no longer basic problems, where
strong families as the basic units of society
tend to their members particularly the
children, youth, women and elderly; and where
the civil society is empowered and gives
special attention to the disadvantaged, disabled
and marginalized and where social justice and
the rule of law reign.”

“… clean and green ASEAN with fully es-
tablished mechanisms for sustainable devel-
opment to ensure the protection of the region's
environment, the sustainability of its natural
resources, and the high quality of life of its
peoples.”

Among others, the corresponding goals set
forth include:

• Equitable economic development and
reduced poverty and socio-economic
disparities;

• Adequate levels of food within ASEAN and
food accessibility during instances of food
shortage;

• Energy security and sustainability of
energy supply, efficient utilization of natu-
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ral energy resources in the region and the
rational management of energy demand,
with due consideration to the environment;

• Measures taken to protect the most
vulnerable sectors of our societies;

• Framework for ensuring the survival,
protection and development of children;

• Promotion and protection of human rights
and fundamental freedoms;

• Equal access to basic, general and higher
education;

• A regional water conservation program;
• Protection of the marine environment

from land-based and sea-based activities;
• Improved ambient air and river water

quality; and
• Enhanced regional efforts in addressing

climate change.

ASEAN Vision 2020 contributed to the
formulation of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDG) while guiding the national
development goals of its member countries.
The two statements of visions and goals
complement each other well in the subregion.
ASEAN Vision 2020 has a longer time frame
and is more focused on economic coopera-
tion as means to attain sub-regional
sustainability.  The MDGs are geared towards
eradication of poverty and has a shorter time
frame given the urgency of the situation.  The
MDG consists of eight goals, each one with
specific targets.  Even if the sub-region
includes two of the highest income countries,
the goals and targets, which are directed at
eradicating poverty, still generally apply
(Table 1).

In the preparations for the WSSD
spearheaded by the Task Force composed of
ADB, ESCAP, UNDP and UNEP in
consultation with the ASEAN Secretariat and
civil society groups, all these have been
further translated into specific goals for the
subregion. The specific goals fall under nine
headings   describing specific Subregional
Action Plans (SRAPs) which resulted from the
Southeast Asia Subregional Preparatory

Meeting for the WSSD held in Manila on
October 17-19, 2001.  These various goals
are outlined in Table 2.
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How We Would Get There: Elements of a Subregional Sustainable Development Strategy (SSDS) and Subregional Action Plans (SRAPs)

4.1 Setting the Institutional
and Policy Framework

Sustainable development is at the outset a
problem of governance (ADB et al, 2001).  In
accordance with Principle 10 and Chapters
37 and 38 of Agenda 21, ensuring active and
meaningful multi-stakeholder participation in
all sustainable development processes would
be a prerequisite.  The following would help
bring this about:

• Establishment of national-level multi-stake-
holder bodies that has representation from
government, civil society and business,
with a mandate to address sustainable
development (e.g. a national council for
sustainable development or NCSD).  This
would best be built on existing structures
(e.g. national environment councils)
wherever possible.

• Formulation (where one does not yet
exist) or updating (where one is in place)
of national sustainable development
strategies (NSDS), ideally by multi-stake-
holder      bodies (such as described above),
or at least through a multi-stakeholder pro-
cess.  This must be aligned with, if not
taking the form of the main development
strategy or plan guiding the country’s overall
policies,  programs and projects for
development.

• Development of processes and mechanisms
to mainstream civil society participation
in ASEAN deliberations, in the same way
that business sector participation has long
been institutionalized through the ASEAN
Business Council.  A similar regular civil
society  consultation, with the possible
establishment of an ASEAN Civil Society
Council or Forum, should be made part
of the various ASEAN senior officials’ and
ministers’ meetings.  Some prior steps
required include: (1) compilation of an
inventory/ database on significant active
civil society organizations in the subregion
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(c/o ASEAN Secretariat in cooperation
with ADB, ESCAP, UNEP and UNDP)
to determine appropriate representation;
(2) establishment of NCSDs in the
member countries; and (3) greater
transparency and proactive information
dissemination (e.g. via the ASEAN website)
on the various programs and initiatives of
the ASEAN to  enhance scope for civil
society and private  sector  partnership
counterpart support. The establishment of
an ASEAN Civil Society Fund to finance
these activities may be explored, with
possible support from the ADB, govern-
ments and private funding sources (e.g.
private foundations).

• Co-ordination and integration at the
Southeast Asian subregional level of
economic,  social, and environmental
activities along three different dimensions:
between sectors, between the different
levels of government (district, municipal,
provincial,  national), and between
countries. This would  include a mecha-
nism for networking the NCSDs in the
subregion.

• Implementation of carefully designed
sustainable development demonstration
projects across the Southeast Asian
subregion.  These demonstration projects
would best be undertaken as partnerships
with local governments and local
communities which can participate actively
in their  design, financing, and implemen-
tation.

• Measures to strengthen government
accountability (e.g. anti-corruption policies
and programs), and to improve governance
in the executive, legislative and judicial
branches of government, including
support from multilateral institutions for
public sector reform towards improved
quality and efficiency of public service
delivery.  This would include provision of
capacity building for policymakers and

managers on public participation, and
strengthening of education and public
participation of local communities in
SSRAP demonstration projects.
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Table 1
Millennium Development Goals

Goals Targets Time
frame*

Eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger

Achieve universal
primary education

Promote gender equity
and empower women

Reduce child mortality

Improve maternal
health

Combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other
diseases

Ensure environmen-
tal sustainability

Develop a global
partnership for
development

Halve the proportion of people living on less than $1
a day and those who suffer from hunger.

Ensure that all boys and girls complete primary
school.

Eliminate gender disparities in primary & second-
ary education; at all levels

Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among
children under five

Reduce by three quarters the ratio of women dying
in childbirth

Halt & begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
and the incidence of malaria and other major dis-
eases.

Integrate the principles of sustainable development
into country policies and programmes and reverse
the loss of environmental resources.

Reduce by half the proportion of people without
access to safe drinking water.

Achieve significant improvement in the lives of at
least 100 million slum dwellers.

Develop further an open trading and financial
system that includes a commitment to good
governance, development and poverty reduction -
nationally and internationally

Address the least developed countries’ special needs,
and the special needs of landlocked and small island
developing States

Deal comprehensively with developing countries’ debt
problems

Develop decent and productive work for youth

In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, pro-
vide access to affordable essential drugs in develop-
ing countries

In cooperation with the private sector, make avail-
able the benefits of new technologies - especially
information and communications technologies.

2015

2015

2005
2015

2015

2015

2015

2015

2020

Source: UN Website
*Base year is 1990
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1. Sustainable Urban Planning and Infrastructure Development

• Revitalization of urban slums and shantytowns in all SE Asian cities.
• Safe water supply and sanitation provided for all urban residents.
• Enact legislation to support the implementation of environmental management func

tions at the municipal level.
• Completion of human resource development for municipal officials in the adminis

tration and operation of municipal services, as well as in managing public participa
tion.

• Active involvement of local communities in municipal activities.
• Vibrant, healthy and safe communities in SE Asian urban areas.

2. Sustainable Land Management and Biodiversity Protection

• Forest cover losses stabilized and maintained at levels of area coverage that exist
within each country in 2005.

• Program of plantations for timber production to meet defined growth in demand.
• Establish and effectively manage SE Asia Protected Area Network.
• Biodiversity effectively monitored and biodiversity losses stabilized.
• Stabilization of land degradation.
• Good watershed management practices adopted.

3. Sustainable Coastal Zone Management

• Integrated coastal management plans implemented effectively.
• Coral reefs, mangrove forests, and sea-grass beds protected from human

impacts.
• Healthy and vibrant coastal communities.

4. Air Quality Management and Protection

• Transboundary haze pollution hazard minimized and effectively managed.
• Air quality in Bangkok, Jakarta, Manila and all large cities (over 1 million people)

to meet WHO guidelines by 2012
• Licensing and zoning in large cities revised to incorporate environmental

objectives.
• Schemes to limit and control vehicle use within large urban centers adopted.

5. Sustainable Water Resource Management

• Effective institutional arrangements for managing transboundary rivers.
• Water management plans developed and implemented.

6.  Science and Technology for Sustainable Development

• Well-established scientific capability for trans-disciplinary research on sustain
able development in SE Asia.

• Well-established indicators for monitoring temporal changes in sustainable develop
ment in SE Asia.

Table 2
Subregional Goals for Sustainable Development
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Table 2 (Continued)
Subregional Goals for Sustainable Development

7.  Southeast Asian Sustainable Development Information Network

• SE Asian Sustainable Development Information Network established and operating
effectively with high utilization by the public in the different countries of SE Asia and
working closely with NGO’s active in the field of sustainable development and
knowledge management.

8. Policy Reform for Sustainable Development

• Establishment of fair market prices for energy, water, timber, and mineral resources
• Completion of the rationalization, based on economics and social equity, of the system

of rights to use land, waste, and ecological resources
• Effective integration of environmental consideration into all sectoral policies
• Establishment of a system of subregional educational institutes to provide high caliber

research and training on sustainable development policy
• Elimination of barriers to technology transfer and establishment of a viable commercial

market for environmental sound technologies

9.  Governance Reform for Sustainable Development

• All countries to have a fully functional national multi-stakeholder mechanism (e.g.
National Councils for Sustainable Development) as soon as possible

• Credible and effective subregional multi-stakeholder mechanisms for monitoring progress
on sustainable development

• Increased decentralization with real empowerment of local communities
• Elimination of pollution transfers by transnational corporations through movement of

highly polluting technologies into Southeast Asia
• Elimination of illegal trans-boundary trade in flora and fauna
• Completion of the rationalization, based on economics and social equity, of the system

of rights to use land, waste, and ecological resources

Source: ask force for the Preparation for WSSD in Asia and the Pacific (2001).  Southeast Asia Subregional
Report to WSSD.

• Measures towards strengthening social
responsibility and accountability in the
private sector, international organizations,
and civil society.

• Intimate involvement of the existing mul-
tilateral agencies which have strong subre-
gional interests as well as explicit man-
dates for sustainable development in South-
east Asia (e.g., ADB, ASEAN, ESCAP,
MRC, UNDP, UNEP) in the development,
refinement and implementation of South-
east Asian sustainable development action

plans. This would include undertaking
capacity building and technical assistance
programs to support integration of
environment into sectoral planning.

• Commitment to a Rights-based Approach
to sustainable development and the prin-
ciple of free prior informed consent in the
implementation of development projects.
Among other things, the plight of indig-
enous peoples, of whom Asia has one-third
of the entire world population, must be
given due attention and their rights
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accorded due respect.  The basic right of
access to safe water and sanitation must
be the basis for their provision to poor
rural and urban communities, such that
the perverse cost structure for water where
the poor often pay much more per unit of
water than the rich is corrected.  The rights
of local communities directly affected by
development projects must be upheld,
including in ASEAN mega-infrastructure
projects and Clean Development Mecha-
nism (CDM) projects based on commu-
nity resources.

4.2 Strategic  Plan  of Action
for  the Environment
(SPAE),1999-2004

The Hanoi Plan of Action (HPA) adopted
by the ASEAN leaders provides the details for
the pursuit of the subregion’s sustainable
development goals in the form of a specific
action agenda, initially covering the period
from 1999-2004. The Strategic Plan of
Action for the Environment (SPAE), 1999-
2004, includes 15 specific, time-bound
ASEAN initiatives related to environmental
protection and the promotion of sustainable
development.  Table 3 lists the elements of the
action agenda.

4.3 Subregional Action
Plans: Action Agenda

4.3.1 Sustainable Urban
Planning and
Infrastructure Development

• Address the issue of rapid urbanization at
the root, i.e. by formulating an effective
rural development strategy that will arrest
the rapid rural-urban migration flows

• Prepare detailed work plan and budget for
urban infrastructure improvement in
cities under three size categories: popula-
tions exceeding 10M (Bangkok, Jakarta,
Manila); 1M-10M; and 100,000-
1,000,000.

• Support implementation of the Healthy
Cities Project in order to improve the
health and quality of life of urban dwellers
through improved living conditions and
better health services in association with
various urban development activities

• Support implementation of the ASEAN
Work Program on HIV/AIDS II (2002-
2005)

• Source donor assistance for:
- Reform of legal framework for infra

structure development and financing
- Development of enabling policies infra

structure projects of local governments
- Capacity building for local (municipal)

officials

4.3.2 Sustainable Land
Management and
Biodiversity Protection

• Prepare detailed work plan and budget for:
- Southeast Asian sustainable forestry

management.
- Southeast Asian protected area manage

ment.
• Pursue demonstration projects on:

- Watershed protection in the Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS)

- Sustainable forestry in Cambodia,
Indonesia, Philippines, Myanmar and
Malaysia

- Sustainable agriculture
• Secure multilateral cooperation to curb il-

legal logging and illegal log and timber trade
at both the selling and buying sides, in-
cluding support for the Forest Law En-
forcement and Governance (FLEG) initia-
tive (DFID and World Bank)
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1. Carry out the ASEAN Cooperation Plan on Transboundary Pollution with emphasis
on the Regional Haze Action Plan by the year 2001;

2. Strengthen the ASEAN Specialized Meteorological Centre with emphasis on its ability
to monitor  forest and land fires and provide early warning on transboundary haze by
the year 2001;

3. Establish the ASEAN Regional Research and Training Centre for Land and Forest Fire
Management by the year 2004;

4. Strengthen the ASEAN Regional Centre for Biodiversity Conservation by establishing
networks of relevant institutions and carry out collaborative training and research by
the year 2001;

5. Promote regional coordination for the protection of the ASEAN Heritage Parks and
Reserves;

6. Develop a framework and improve regional coordination for the integrated protection
and management of coastal zones by the year 2001;

7. Strengthen institutional and legal capacities to carry out Agenda 21 and other
international environmental agreements by the year 2001;

8. Harmonize the environmental databases of member countries by the year 2001;

9. Carry out a regional water conservation program by the year 2001;

10. Establish a regional centre or network for the promotion of environmentally sound
technologies by the year 2004;

11. Draw up and adopt an ASEAN Protocol on access to genetic resources by the year
2004;

12. Develop a regional Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment from
Land-based and Sea-based Activities by the year 2004;

13. Carry out the Framework to Achieve Long-Term Environmental Goals for Ambient
Air and River Water Qualities for ASEAN Countries;

14. Enhance regional efforts in dealing with climatic change; and

15. Enhance public information and education in awareness of and participation in is
sues on the environment and sustainable development.

Table 3
ASEAN Strategic Plan of Action for the Environment, 1999-2004
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• Formulate strategies and programs for the
sustainable management of wetlands in-
cluding peatlands in the subregion, includ-
ing           support for the ASEAN Peatlands
Management Initiative

• Prevent expansion of mining activities into
protected areas, and monitor results and
recommendations of the Global Extractive
Industries Review

• Pursue education and public participation
of local communities in SRAP demonstra-
tion projects.

• Undertake education and training of
policymakers and managers in public
participation.

4.3.3 Sustainable Coastal
Zone Management

• Establish institutional linkages between the
designated SRAP implementing agency and
the ongoing PEMSEA, COBSEA, and
ASEAN programs for integrated coastal
management.

• Establish linkages between educators and
media personnel to promote integrated
coastal management.

• Develop detailed work plan and budget
for:

- Coral reef protection demonstration
projects involving local communities in
project execution.

- Sustainable coastal community demon
stration projects.

4.3.4 Air Quality Management
and Protection

• Prepare detailed work plan and budget for
an assessment that examines urban air
quality improvement alternatives for large
cities in Southeast Asia.

• Pursue urban air quality improvement
demonstration projects.

• Support the implementation of the Re-
gional Haze Action Plan (RHAP), cover-
ing all aspects of prevention, monitoring
and mitigation.

• Operationalize the ASEAN Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution and support
the establishment of coordination and
monitoring mechanisms, disaster relief
efforts, research and development, and the
establishment of a trust fund.

4.3.5 Sustainable Water
Resource Managment

• Embark on a focused and integrative ap-
proach to water resources management,
sanitation and human settlements, includ-
ing:
- Participatory and integrative management

mechanisms to balance the competing
demands for freshwater resources among
domestic,  agricultural  and  industrial/
commercial uses

- Holistic and comprehensive approach
to wastewater  management  including
education of households on proper
sanitation and sewerage disposal;
economic incentives to proper industrial
waste management;  and  fair  pricing
of  water supply and sanitation services,
whether publicly or privately provided

• Sustain and strengthen the existing MRC
programs

• Develop a regional freshwater resource
program, including promotion of conser-
vation of water resources through research
and development and information sharing

• Pursue the Greater Mekong Subregion
(GMS) watershed protection demonstra-
tion project

4.3.6 Science and Technology
for Sustainable
Development

• Intensify research and development to
develop energy efficient and environmen-
tally sound technologies

• Establish sustainable development policy
research capability at an existing institu-
tion in SE Asia.

• Promotion of clean production and
dissemination of environmentally-sound
technologies especially to small and me-
dium enterprises.  An  inventory of such
technologies available in the region should
be undertaken with the Asian Institute of
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Technology as recommended lead institu-
tion, and mechanisms developed for
intraregional exchange and dissemination
of such technologies

• Realize the early establishment of an
ASEAN regional center or network for the
promotion of environmentally sound
technologies (ESTs) through:

- Incentives to facilitate the adoption of
ESTs by small and medium enterprises
(SMEs)

- An ASEAN Initiative on Clean  Technologies
that  may  include  (a)  education  and
training on clean  technologies  and  on
clean technology assessment, (b) data
base management, information  and  dis
semination,  (c)  technology transfer
activities, including  implementation of
joint research and demonstration
projects;

- A capacity development program to
focus on specific ASEAN industries and
products  that  currently  play  an  important
role  in  projected  tradegrowth  within
the  region,  including  development of:

- Environmental  benchmarks  that  rep
resent  “best practices”  for  these  indus
tries and products

- Programs  in  low- and  no-waste
manufacturing approaches or manage
ment techniques

- “Model” approaches for environmental
assessment techniques

• Provide the necessary policy framework
for rigorous research and for open dissemi-
nation of  findings by the scientific and
technological  community

4.3.7 Southeast Asian
Sustainable Development
Information Network

• Explore possibility of establishing the
proposed network within ASEAN
headquarters

4.3.8 Policy Reform for
Sustainable Development

• Undertake comprehensive review of indus-
trial and natural resource policies for
coherence and consistency (i.e. to avoid
undue encouragement of industrial pro-
cessing of products based on primary re-
sources that are the subject of conserva-

tion policies)

• Tap macroeconomists in multilateral
institutions to provide assistance to South-
east Asian countries in developing new
economic policies that promote environ-
mental sustainability

• Undertake capacity building and technical
assistance programs to:

- Support  integration  of  environment
intosectoral planning

- Reform existing institutions and where
necessary,  create  new  ones  to  under
take  national and sub-national environ
mental planning

- Support regional and subregional coop
eration on  the  environment  through
capacity  building for decision-makers
and technical experts.

- Support  development  of  regional  and
subregional environmental institutions

• Develop environmental services as an
economic growth sector for ASEAN
through trade and  investment

• Assist establishment of a private sector
subregional clearinghouse for environmen-
tally sound technologies, with a mandate
for technology assessment and dissemina-
tion

• Provide for effective governance of
transnational corporations (TNCs) to
ensure responsible corporate citizenship
and sustainable production practices

• Adopt the Integrated Product Planning
principle, which asserts the responsibility
of producers to assume the costs of the
entire product cycle spanning raw
material extraction to processing to
disposal of waste materials (including
retrieval of non-biodegradable packaging)
and rehabilitation of degraded environment
and natural resources resulting from its
production operations (e.g. abandoned
mining sites)

4.3.9 Governance Reform for
Sustainable Development

In addition to the measures addressing the
institutional and policy framework already
described above, the following are recom-
mended:
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• Strengthen measures to ensure account-
ability (e.g. anti-corruption policies and
programs)

• Pursue measures to improve governance
in the legislative and judiciary branches of
government

• Undertake measures to instill a sense of
social responsibility and accountability into
private sector, international organizations,
and civil society

• Encourage multilateral institutions to ex-
tend support for public sector reforms
toward improvement in quality and
efficiency of public service delivery

• Create governance information support
networks composed of government,
NGOs, and academia for exchange of in-
formation between global, subregional,
national and locals levels and between the
government and civil society.

• Support the implementation of the ASEAN
Framework Plan of Action on Rural De-
velopment and Poverty Eradication and
related programs, including actions to:
- Build or enhance capacities for research,

as sessment and monitoring of poverty
- Train facilitators on rural development

and poverty eradication
- Enhance public awareness on rural

development and poverty eradication
- Develop strategies for creating  employ

ment and income-generating activities
- Develop  mechanisms  to  allow  greater

multistakeholder
preparation at all stages of sustainable
development

- Build  technical  and  financial  capabili
ties at the local and community levels.

• Create a multi-stakeholder subregional
sustainable development monitoring
mechanism

• Establish mechanisms for monitoring and
integrating commitments to Multilateral
Environmental Agreements (MEAs) into
national and regional strategies and action
plans, and efforts to identify inter-linkages
among such MEAs to facilitate consistent
and integrative implementation of commit-
ments thereto.

4.3.10  Emerging Issues

Important emerging issues that affect SE
Asia include those related to globalization and
trade, biotechnology and information
technology.

To address challenges due to globalization
of trade, the following are recommended:

• Undertake a subregional assessment of the
impacts of globalization, particularly on
critical sectors such as agriculture. The
impacts of globalization on the economy
and society in countries of the subregion
have not been fully assessed.  Civil society
organizations in the region must assert
their active role in  participating in or
initiating this assessment processes. Many
civil society organizations are beginning
to adopt various tools and methodologies
for sustainability assessment of trade.

• Respect the autonomy of legitimate
environmental policies.  There are three
areas for observing such autonomy. First,
trade measures pursuant to the
Multilateral  Environmental Agreements
(MEAs) - the backbone of international
environmental cooperation - should not be
subordinated to the WTO. In particular,
these should be consistent with WTO
rules, and their necessity should be beyond
the review by WTO dispute panels.
Second, the precautionary principle, a te-
net of  environmental regulation in the face
of uncertainty, needs to be respected.
Third, trade rules are required to  support
certification and eco-labeling and to move
Southeast Asia and the rest of the world
towards more sustainable patterns of
production and  consumption.

• Make trade policy more transparent and
participatory.  There is a need to develop
a consistent trade regime that will promote
intra- and extra-ASEAN trade, allowing
more effective agglomeration of  produc-
tion activities toward optimum scales of
natural resource use.  It is necessary to
raise the capacities for multi-stakeholder
sustainability assessment of trade-related
policies in the Southeast Asia.
Demonstration projects.  The application
of sustainability assessment tools for
evaluation of trade-related policies should
be carried out in partnership with multi-
stakeholder bodies. These can be designed
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to build on the work presently underway
by UNEP and WWF. UNEP recently re-
leased a reference manual on the integrated
assessment of the economic, environmen-
tal and social/developmental impacts of
trade policies, while WWF has started a
global project on sustainability assessment
of trade-related policies, with a case study
in the Philippines.

• Develop clear policy guidelines in
promoting clean industries and
technologies

• Develop a code of conduct, or best
practices for multinational enterprises
(MNEs) to contribute to the sustainable
development efforts of ASEAN member
countries

• Promote the use of e-commerce in the
trading of agricultural products through the
ASEAN e-Farmers initiative which would
improve the market reach of small farm-
ers and fisher folk

• Strengthening consumer organizations in
the countries of the subregion. Each
country in the subregion should have a
national network of consumer associations
by the end of 2005.

• Strengthening small producers networks on
major crops produced by agricultural
communities in Southeast Asia. Govern-
ments and civil society organizations can
further support this idea by creating Fair
Trade Networks in support of small
producers starting in 2004.

To address biotechnology issues:

• Formulate and disseminate government
policies on biotechnology. Governments
need to develop a clear policy framework
on biotechnology, in particular, on the use
of genetically modified organisms (GMOs).
At the same time, information campaigns
are required to educate people about
GMOs from the highest levels of govern-
ment to the grassroots. Civil society
organizations must likewise educate
government officials about GMOs through
dialogue, seminars and through profes-
sional organizations. A task force should
be formed within ASEAN by 2003 to
prepare the needed instructional material.

• Push for an immediate moratorium on
field-testing of GMO products in South-
east Asia for a 5-year period. These tech-
nologies should not be adopted until their
impacts are better understood. Once the
altered genes are released into nature, it
would be difficult or impossible to retrieve
them. The initiators of GMO technolo-
gies must assume the responsibility to guar-
antee the safety of these organisms before
releasing them in nature. Subregional
strategies are required for a consistent
Southeast Asia approach.

To address Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) issues:

• Ensure that policies and practices relating
to Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) and
the conservation of biodiversity are
mutually supportive. Governments should
adopt an integrated approach for imple-
menting the objectives of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD). Action at
the international level would include
taking action at the WTO, FAO,
UNCTAD, UNESCO and the World
Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO). This would also mean that the
TRIPS agreement does not interfere with
the ability of governments to implement
their obligations under the CBD. At the
national level, action would include an
integrated approach to policy making that
relate to IPRs, the CBD and the TRIPS
Agreement.
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Based on the above, the collective and in-
dividual work agenda facing the Southeast
Asian countries in the years ahead is indeed a
heavy one.  It is an agenda that cannot be
carried out by governments alone, nor by civil
society, business or any international devel-
opment institutions acting by themselves.

Through the 1990s, especially in the
aftermath of the Rio Earth Summit and into
the 21st century, partnership has been the new
buzzword in development discussions. But
more than a buzzword, it is now widely
accepted as the appropriate and most
effective mode of working for sustainable
development.  Collaboration, cooperation and
counterparting among governments, civil
society, business and the international devel-
opment  institutions could make an otherwise
overwhelming action agenda a doable one.

Southeast Asia has made strong headway
in fostering and effectively harnessing such
partnerships for sustainable development. It
has been manifested among the ASEAN
governments through the HPA and SPAE,
among many other forms of cooperation
already undertaken.  It was likewise exempli-
fied in the fruitful collaboration among ADB,
ESCAP, UNEP, UNDP in supporting the
subregion’s preparations for WSSD.  It has
been seen in countless initiatives undertaken
by civil society groups working in partner-
ship with national and local governments at
the policy level and on the ground.  It has
likewise been evident in cooperative endeav-
ors between governments and the private

business sector, including in infrastructure
development.  Partnerships between civil
society and private business are relatively new
but are also gaining ground.

Still, the scope for further widening and
deepening such partnerships in Southeast Asia
remains large.  ASEAN can lead the way by
effecting stronger and more systematic
participation by both by civil society and the
private business sector in its  development
processes, thereby asserting the three-way
partnership that is increasingly becoming the
norm in the work for sustainable development
everywhere.  As an emerging focal point in
the  global economy and community of
nations, Southeast Asia cannot but demon-
strate the same in its own quest for a develop-
ment whose benefits transcend countries,
peoples, and generations.

Chapter 5
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ADB - Asian Development Bank
ASEAN - Association of Southeast Asian Nations
CBD - Convention on Biological Diversity
CDM - Clean Development Mechanism
CSO - civil society organization
DFID - Department for International Development (UK)
EEZ - Exclusive Economic Zone
ESCAP - Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
ESTs - environmentally sound technologies
FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization
FLEG - Forest Law Enforcement and Governance
GATT - General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
GHG - greenhouse gas
GMOs - genetically modified organisms
GMS - Greater Mekong Subregion
HDI - Human Development Index
HPA - Hanoi Plan of Action
ICT - information and communication technology
IPR - intellectual property rights
Lao PDR - Lao People’s Democratic Republic
MDGs -  Millenium Development Goals
MEAs - multilateral environmental agreements
MRC - Mekong River Commission
NCSD - national council for sustainable Development
NSDS - national sustainable development strategy
POPs - persistent organic pollutants
SARS -  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
SEAFDEC -  Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
SPAE -  Strategic Plan of Action on the Environment
SRAP -  Subregional Action Plan
TNCs - transnational corporations
TRIPS - trade related intellectual property issues
UNCED - United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
UNCTAD - United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNDP - United Nations Development Programme
UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO - United Nations Education and Social Commission
WHO - World Health Organization
WIPO - World Intellectual Property Organization
WSSD - World Summit on Sustainable Development
WTO - World Trade Organization

Annex 1.   GlOSSARY of Acronyms
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Annex 2. Selected Conventions Signed or Ratified by the Southeast
Asian  Countries

Treaty or Convention Brunei Cambodia Indonesia Lao PDR Malaysia Myanmar Philippines Singapore Thailand Viet Nam

Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance
especially as Waterfowl
Habitat (Ramsar 1971)

Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (Wash-
ington 1973)

United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (Montego Bay
1982)

Convention for the Protection
of the Ozone Layer (Vienna
1985)

ASEAN Agreement on the Con-
servation of Nature and Natural
Resources (Kuala Lumpur
1985)

Protocol on Substances that
Deplete the Ozone Layer
(Montreal 1987)

United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(New York 1992)

Convention on Biological  Di-
versity (Rio de Janeiro 1992)

International Tropical Timber
Agreement (Geneva 1994)

Agreement on the Cooperation
for the Sustainable Development
of the Mekong River  Basin
(Chiang Rai 1995)

Kyoto Protocol to the United
Nations Framework  Convent
ion on Climate Change (Kyoto
1997)

World Trade Organization   (1995)

Kyoto Protocol to the United
Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (Kyoto
1997)

EIF-1990

R-1996
EIF-1996

EIF-1990

S – 1985

EIF-1993

1995

S = year signed R = year ratified  A =  Accession EIF = Entry into Force

S-1999

R-1997
EIF-1997

S-1983

EIF-1996

EIF-1995

EIF-1997

R-1997
EIF-1997

S – 1995

Observer

EIF-1992

EIF-1979

R-1986
EIF-1994

EIF-1992

S-1985
R-1986

R-1992
EIF-1992

R-1994
EIF-1994

R-1994
EIF-1994

R-1995
EIF-1997

R-1998
EIF-1998

S – 1995

S –998

R-1998
EIF-1998

EIF-1999

EIF-1998

EIF-1995

EIF-1996

S-1995
EIF-1996

S-1995

Observer

S –998

S –1995

EIF-1995

EIF-19978

R-1996
EIF-1996

EIF-1989

S-1985

EIF-1989

R-1994
EIF-1994

R-1994
EIF-1994

R-1995
EIF-1997

R-1995
EIF-1997

1995

S – 1999

EIF-1997

R-1996
EIF-1996

EIF-1994

EIF-1994

R-1994
EIF-1995

R-1994
EIF-1995

R-1996
EIF-1997

EIF-1997

1995

EIF-1994

R-1981
EIF-1981

R-1994
EIF-1994

EIF-1991

S-1985
R-1986

R-1991
EIF-1991

R-1994
EIF-1994

R-1993
EIF-1994

S-1994

S-1994

1995

S-1998

EIF-1987

R-1994
EIF-1994

EIF-1989

S-1985

EIF-1989

R-1997
EIF-199

R-1995
EIF-199

EIF-1998

1995

R-1998

R-1983
EIF-1983

S-1982

EIF-1989

S-1985
R-1986

R-1989
EIF-1989

R-1984
EIF-1985

S-1992

R-1986
EIF-1987

R-1981
EIF-1981

A-2001

1995

S-1999

EIF-1989

EIF-1994

R-1994
EIF-1994

EIF-1994

EIF-1994

R-1994
EIF-1995

R-1994
EIF-1995

R-1998
EIF-1998

R-1994
EIF-1995

Observer

S-1998
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Annex 3. Institutions for Sustainable Development in Southeast  Asia

Country Vision Document
Main

Sustainable Development
Institutions

National Sustainable
Development Mechanism

Brunei
Darussalam

National  Development
Plan

Ministry of Development National Committee on
Environment

Cambodia National Environment
Action Plan

Ministry of Environment

East Timor

Indonesia Indonesia Agenda 21 Ministry of State for
Environment

National Council for
Sustainable Development
(Presidential issuance
pending)

Lao People’s
Democratic
Republic

Office of Prime Minister
Science Technology and
Environment Agency

Malaysia Vision 2020; National
Vision Policy; Third
Outline Perspective Plan;
Eighth Malaysia Plan.

Economic Planning Unit,
Prime Minister’s Department;
Ministry of Science Technology
and Environment; State
Economic Planning Units.

National Development
Council; National
Development Planning
Committee; State
Planning Councils.

Myanmar Myanmar Agenda 21 National Commission for
Environmental Affairs

Philippines Philippines Agenda 21 National Economic and
Development Authority
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources

Philippine Council for
Sustainable Development

Singapore Singapore Green Plan Ministry of Environment Multi-agency committee on
sustainable development

Thailand National Economic and
Social Development Plan

Ministry of Science Technology
and Environment

National Council for
Sustainable Development-
Thailand

Viet Nam Environmental Vision
2020
National Strategy for
Environmental
Protection 2001-2010
National Environmental
Action Plan 2001-2005

Ministry of Science
Technology and
Environment National
Environmental Agency
Ministry of Planning and
Investment

Source:  ADB and ESCAP 2000 and Country Reports
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Annex 4. Subregional Cooperation Mechanisms

1. Association of
Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN)

The Association of Southeast Nations
(ASEAN), comprising ten countries of the
Southeast Asian Region, is an intergovernmen-
tal organization, with the political mandate to
coordinate all regional activities in the region.
Environment and sustainable development is
an important area where cooperation has been
fostered since the early years of its establish-
ment in 1967.

ASEAN has a strong political, institutional,
and policy framework for environmental
cooperation in the region. In addition to imple-
menting its own  activities for the region,
ASEAN has the mandate to coordinate all
regional activities that are implemented by other
organizations in the region.

ASEAN views environment as an integral
part of sustainable development. Towards this
end, environmental initiatives are undertaken
in an integrated manner with other socio
economic goals. The overall framework is set
out in ASEAN Vision 2020, which among
others envisions “a clean and green ASEAN
with fully established mechanisms for sustain-
able  development to ensure the protection of
the region’s environment, the sustainability of
its natural resources, and the high quality of
life of its people.” This vision is implemented
through a series of medium-term action plans,
the Ha Noi Plan of Action 1999-2004 being
the first of such action plan. The objectives of
the Action Plan as it pertains to environment
are shown in Part C. These objectives are in
turn translated into short-term operational
activities as detailed out in the Strategic Plan
of Action on the Environment. In addition,
the Environment Ministers at their formal
meetings issue Ministerial Declarations that

highlight priority issues and actions needed on
current developments in the field of environ-
ment.

ASEAN has a strong institutional frame-
work (shown below) where environmental
issues are implemented, monitored, and
reviewed periodically right up to the level of
the heads of state/government. In addition,
close collaboration with other relevant sectors
both at the national and regional level ensures
that  environmental issues are well integrated
with the social and economic sectors.

As such, ASEAN considers that Agenda 21
has been fully incorporated, and vigorously
implemented in the region based on the
concept of sustainable development as enunci-
ated at Rio. ASEAN too has set forth a vision
for environmental protection, and sustainable
development for the future through its ASEAN
Vision 2020.

However, as a group of developing nations,
ASEAN faces insurmountable problems in
terms of capacity, human resource, finance,
and technology to fully implement Agenda 21.
ASEAN has attempted to leverage it national
resources with those of other relevant regional
and international organizations such as the
United Nations Environment Programme and
the Asian Development Bank to implement
effectively regional programs. ASEAN is well
placed to further synergize other regional
initiatives to serve the interests of member
countries and the region, through its political
mandate and institutional framework if such
activities are well integrated with ASEAN.

In spite of these constraints, ASEAN has
made notable achievements in the area of
environmental protection. Among these are the
following:
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Transboundary Haze - ASEAN has drawn up
a regional plan of action and is implementing
various activities to mitigate the causes and
effects of transboundary haze. An ASEAN
Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution
has been finalized and is considered by mem-
ber countries for adoption

Nature Conservation and Biodiversity - The
ASEAN Regional Center for Biodiversity
Conservation is fully operational with the
support of EC, and undertakes institutional
network working, research, information
dissemination etc.

Coastal and Marine Environment - ASEAN
recognizes there are other major initiatives in
the region, such as COBSEA, PEMSEA, and
is attempting to coordinate and integrate these
activities to achieve sustainable development
of the region’s coastal and marine environment.

Global Environmental Issues - ASEAN
promotes common understanding to articulate
regional concerns at these international fora.
ASEAN also fosters implementation of MEAs
by sharing experiences and expertise among
the member countries. ASEAN has embarked
upon identifying major constraints and needs
in terms of implementation, and at the request
of Environment Ministers of ASEAN, is
working towards greater ASEAN involvement
in GEF projects for the region.

Other major activities undertaken are pro-
motion of environmentally sound technologies,
adoption and implementation of the ASEAN
Environmental Education Action Plan 2000-
2005, harmonization of environmental indi-
cators, and publication of the periodical
ASEAN State of the Environment Reports.

As mentioned above, this summary only
provides a glimpse of environmental activities
in the region. Developments in the social and
economic sectors are readily available at the
ASEAN website (www.aseansec.org). The 2nd
ASEAN State of the Environment Report

provides an excellent overview of the status of
development in various environmental, social
and economic sectors, and should be referred
to for further authoritative information.

2. Greater Mekong
Subregion (GMS)

The Greater Mekong Subregion Program
was initiated in 1992, with the assistance of
ADB. The Program promotes the development
of the six participating countries (Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Myanmar, People’s Republic of
China, Thailand, and Vietnam), by helping to
strengthen economic linkages among them. The
ultimate objective of the Program is to facili-
tate sustainable economic growth and to
improve the standard of living of the people,
thereby reducing poverty in the subregion. A
number of environment-related projects have
been undertaken with assistance from ADB and
other donors, including:
• Subregional Environmental Monitoring

System (SEMIS I and II) - Together with
UNEP, this project established the proce-
dures for the six GMS countries to share
environmental information, and setting up
of a subregional environmental database
accessible to all using standard data and
metadata formats.

• Subregional Environmental Training and In-
stitutional Strengthening (SETIS) - Involves
identifying the critical training needs in the
areas of policy reform and capacity build-
ing in the environment sector, and the
provision of training modules/ reference
documents to develop and environment
program. It also involves organizing national
training workshops and regional forums/
training sessions on specific environmen-
tal issues or problems and formulating
actions to create training centers for natu-
ral resources management in the GMS.

• Poverty Reduction and Environmental
Management in Remote GMS Watersheds
- The project involves assisting the GMS
governments in developing a framework of
mutually consistent policies, strategies, stan-
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ASEAN INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION

ASEAN Summit
(ASEAN Heads

of State/Government)

ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
(AMM)

(ASEAN Foreign Ministers)

ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
on the Environment (MME)

(ASEAN Environment
Ministers)

Secretary-General of ASEAN

ASEAN Standing Committee
(ASC)

ASEAN Senior Officials
on the Environment

(ASOEN)

Secretary Secretariat
(Bureau of Economic and
Functional Co-operation)

Working Group
on Nature

Conservation and
Biodiversity
(AWGNCB)

Other
Environmental

Activities
(ASEAN

Secretariat)

Working Group
on Marine and

Coastal
Environment
(AWGCME)

Haze Technical
Task Force
(HTTF)

Working Group
on Multilateral
Environmental

Agreements
(AWGMEA)

dards, and guidelines to halt and ultimately
reverse the current trends in deforestation.
It also includes preparing investment
projects to address the interrelated issues
of poverty reduction and environmental
protection in communities in three remote
watershed areas of the GMS.

• Strategic Environmental Framework for
Greater Mekong Subregion - The objec-
tive of this project is the preparation of a
subregional strategic framework integrat-
ing environmental considerations in eco-
nomic development planning and imple-
mentation within  the context of the GMS
program. It involves promoting multi-dis-

ciplinary and calibrated approach to for-
mulating environmental responses. It also
strengthens environmental performance
monitoring through design of indicators
and capacity building. This project was
implemented with UNEP.

• Protection and Management of Critical
Wetlands in the Lower Mekong Basin -
The project promotes integrated resource
management in critical wetlands of
regional significance and protect/ preserve
their unique environment. The project
consists of developing sustainable manage-
ment systems of renewable natural
resources and agricultural production sys-
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tems and improving the understanding of
the relationships between hydrology,
wetland biodiversity, and productivity. The
project also includes preparing investment
proposals to develop community-based
integrated management systems for fish-
eries, forestry, and agricultural resources
of the inundation zone of Tonle Sap and
Siphandon.

3. Mekong River
Commission (MRC)

The Mekong River Commission, estab-
lished in 1995, is composed of Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam. MRC
maintains regular dialogue with the two up-
per states of the Mekong River Basin, the
People’s Republic of China and Myanmar. The
MRC member countries agree to cooperate
in all fields of sustainable development, utili-
zation, management and conservation of the
water and related resources of the Mekong
River Basin, such as navigation, flood con-
trol, fisheries, agriculture, hydropower and
environmental protection. The MRC consists
of three permanent bodies: The Council, the
Joint Committee (JC) and the Secretariat. The
National Mekong Committees (NMCs) act
as focal points for the Commission in each of
the member countries and are served by the
respective National Mekong Committee Sec-
retariats.

The MRC has established comprehensive
environmental training programs, as well as a
specific training project for introducing ISO
14000 in the MRC riparian countries. ADB
in 1996 supported MRC for implementation
of the linkage of the Mekong Geographic In-
formation System (GIS) and Water Resources
Databases, and production of thematic lay-
ers. Under this project, the linkage of the
Mekong GIS with the hydrological and water
quality statistical databases has been finalized.
The MRC riparian counterpart agencies have
participated actively in the development of

thematic data layers for characterization of the
LMB.

4. Indonesia-Malaysia-
Thailand Growth
Triangle (IMT-GT)

The Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth
Triangle consists of the two Indonesian prov-
inces of North Sumatra and Daerah Istimewa
(DI) Aceh; the four northern Malaysian states
of Kedah, Penang, Perak, and Perlis; and five
provinces of southern Thailand-Narathiwat,
Pattani, Satun, Songkhla, and Yala. Following
the request for assistance from the govern-
ments of the three countries in 1993, ADB
undertook a study and prepared a develop-
ment strategy for IMT-GT to promote regional
economic cooperation in this growth area. The
overall goal is to accelerate private sector-led
economic growth and development in the
IMT-GT.

The initiatives identified seek to (i)
promote foreign direct investment and
facilitate economic development of the
subregions by exploiting underlying economic
complementarities and investment opportu-
nities; (ii) enhance international competitive-
ness for direct investment and export produc-
tion; (iii) lower transport and transaction costs;
and (iv) reduce production and distribution
costs through economies of scale.

5. Brunei Darussalam-
Indonesia-Malaysia-
Philippines East  ASEAN
Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA)

The Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malay-
sia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area or
BIMP-EAGA initiative was launched by the
four governments in 1994. The objective was
to hasten, through regional cooperation, the
development of the economy of Brunei and
subregions of the three other countries.
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BIMP-EAGA consists of Brunei Darussalam;
East and West Kalimantan, Central Kalimantan,
South Kalimantan, North Sulawesi, Central
Sulawesi, South Sulawesi, Southeast Sulawesi,
Maluku, and Irian Jaya in Indonesia; Sabah
and Sarawak states and the Federal Territory
of Labuan in Malaysia; and the Island of
Mindanao and Palawan          Province in the
Philippines.

BIMP-EAGA is eyed as a major location in
ASEAN of high value added agro-industry,
natural resource- based manufacturing, and
high-grade tourism as well as nonresource-
based industries.

6. Southeast Asia Water
Partner  ship

With the assistance of the Global Water Part-
nership (GWP) and ADB, the Southeast Asia
Technical Advisory Committee (SEATAC) was
established in 1997 to promote integrated
water resources management (IWRM) in the
subregion. SEATAC membership includes all
the SE Asian countries, except East Timor.
Under a technical assistance project funded by
the Swedish International Development Agency
(Sida) and GWP, and implemented by ADB,
SEATAC conducted several national and
subregional consultations. The objectives of the
technical assistance project were to identify the
priority issues on IWRM for which strategic
assistance are required, and to formulate a
vision for the sector together with the corre-
sponding framework for action to attain the
vision. A subregional report on Vision to
Action for Water in the 21st Century, contain-
ing the results of the consultations were
presented during the World Water Council’s
2nd World Water Forum in The Hague in 2000.

As a next step, SEATAC has proposed to
facilitate and support the preparation and
implementation of the national Program for
Action for Water Security in the SE Asian coun-
tries, which will also involve all the other stake-

holders in sector within the subregion. The
outputs envisaged include:

• Incorporation of IWRM principles in na-
tional water security policies and strategies,

• Generation and dissemination of know-how
on critical IWRM measures,

• Establishment of guidelines to assist coun-
tries develop adequate institutional frame-
works and enabling legislation,

• Enhanced professional and general under-
standing and acceptance of IWRM capac-
ity in the region, and

• A fully functional, sustainable and partici-
patory regional partnership (or similar
association) established with supporting
mechanisms capable of promoting regional
cooperation through networking, and
championing IWRM issues and activities
in the region and the countries.

The sustainability of the SEATAC as an in-
stitution is a major challenge for the members
of the group. At present, SEATAC is depen-
dent on GWP-Sida and other donors for fund-
ing. It has been proposed to bring SEATAC
under the ASEAN umbrella, but until such time
a more sustainable setup has to be found.

7. Partnerships in Environ
mental  Management for
the Seas of East Asia
(PEMSEA)

The PEMSEA Programme was developed
to address the national and transboundary en-
vironmental concerns of the Seas of East Asia.
Recognizing the threats to their own living
environment, eleven countries in the East Asia
region, namely, Brunei Darussalam, Cambo-
dia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
Indonesia, Malaysia, People’s Republic of
China, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam decided to
work together to protect the life support
systems of the Seas of East Asia and to enable
the sustainable use of their renewable resources
through intergovernmental, interagency and
intersectoral partnerships.
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From 1994 to 1999, the Global Environ-
mental Facility (GEF) provided the catalytic
fund (US$ 8 million) for addressing marine
pollution problems under the Regional
Programme for Marine Pollution Prevention
and Management in the East Asian Seas
region. This was followed by a follow-on phase
to build stronger partnerships in addressing
environmental management problems of the
region. A new regional programme “Partner-
ships in Environmental Management for the
Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) was thus launched
in October 1999 with GEF contributing US$
16.2 million and another US$ 12.5 million
co-financed primarily by the participating
governments and other partners. The partner-
ships share a common vision, implement
strategies and action plans to ensure that the
seas of East Asia can continue contributing to
the well  being of the people of the region.

The PEMSEA Vision is stated as:

 “The resource systems of the Seas of East
Asia are a natural heritage, safeguarding
sustainable and healthy food supply, livelihood,
property and investment, and social, cultural
and ecological values for the people of the
region, while contributing to economic
prosperity and accessibility to regional and
global markets through safe and efficient
maritime trade, thereby promoting a peaceful
and harmonious co-existence for present and
future generations.”

PEMSEA Mission is:

“To build interagency, intersectoral and
intergovernmental partnerships in environmen-
tal management for the Seas of East Asia.”

The ultimate goal of the shared vision and
mission is to improve the quality of life for the
people of East Asia.

8. Coordinating Body on
the Seas of East Asia
(COBSEA)

Under UNEP, the East Asian Seas Regional
Coordinating Unit (EAS/RCU) is the Secre-
tariat for the Coordinating Body on the Seas
of East Asia (COBSEA). It is conceived as an
action oriented program having concern for
the consequences and causes of environmen-
tal degradation, and encompassing a compre-
hensive approach to addressing environmen-
tal problems through the management of
marine and coastal areas. It is responsible to
ten countries (Australia, Cambodia, China,
Indonesia, R. Korea, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam). Its
mandate is to coordinate, where appropriate,
the activities of governments, nongovernment
organizations, donor agencies, UN agencies
and individuals in caring for the marine
environments of East Asian Seas. Apart from
coordination, the Unit obtains funds to carry
out marine management issues and is the lead
agency for the United Nations in marine
environmental matters in the Region.

A long-term plan for the East Asian Seas
Regional Coordinating Unit (EAS/RCU) has
been presented to the member states, whereby
pollution and destruction of marine and costal
habitats problems are identified as the priori-
ties of the region. In addition to the “Strategic
Action Programme for the South China Sea”
there is now in place a recently approved
$US32 million UNEP GEF project in place
“Reversing Environmental Degradation Trends
in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand”
that is seeking to stabilize and reverse marine
environmental destruction throughout much
of SE Asia.
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9. The Southeast Asian
Fisheries Development
Center (SEAFDEC)

SEAFDEC: The Southeast Asian Fisheries
Development Center (SEAFDEC) is an in-
ter-governmental agency established in 1967
with the mandate for promoting fisheries de-
velopment in Southeast Asia. The SEAFDEC’s
ultimate goal is to assist Member Countries
to develop fishery potentials for the improve-
ment of food supply in the region through
training, research and information programs
and services. The Member Countries of
SEAFDEC are at present Brunei Darussalam,
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet-
nam. Membership of the Center is still open
to other Southeast Asian countries. Cambo-
dia have  expressed their interest in joining
SEAFDEC as new Member Countries. The
policy-making body of SEAFDEC is the Coun-
cil of Directors who each represents respec-
tive Member Countries. This Council holds
annual meetings to discuss and provide guid-
ance on the activities of SEAFDEC. The chief
administrator of SEAFDEC is the Secretary-
General whose office- the Secretariat -is
located in Thailand. His functions are
stipulated in the administrative and financial
regulations of SEAFDEC.

The Secretary-General coordinates the
activities of which the four technical depart-
ments of SEAFDEC, namely The Training
Department (TD) in Thailand carries out
research and training in marine fishing
technology, marine engineering, marine
fisheries extension and related subjects; The
Marine Fisheries Research Department in
Singapore who undertake research and train-
ing in fishery post-harvest technology; The
Aquaculture Department in the Philippines
where research and training in Aquaculture
development are carried out; and The
Marine Fishery Resources Development and

Management Department (MFRDMD) in
Malaysia who undertake research and train-
ing in fishery resources development and
management in the EEZs of the Member
Countries.
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the report;

2. Ms. Ella S. Antonio, Earth Council
3. Mr. Roy Cabonegro, Philippines (WWF)
4. Mr. Longgena Ginting, Indonesia (WALHI)
5. Dr. Aslam Khan, ESCAP
6. Dr. Raman Letchumanan, ASEAN Secretariat
7. Ms. Eleanor Paliking Dictaan-Bang-Oa, Philippines (Tebtebba)
8. Ms. Riena Rachmatillah Prasiddha, ASEAN Secretariat
9. Dr. Saradha Ramaswamy Iyer, Malaysia (Third World Network)
10. Ms. Elizabeth Roxas, Philippines (CSCCSD)
11. Dr. Subrato Sinha, UNEP-RRCAP
12. Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Philippines (Tebtebba)
13. Mr Surendra Shrestha Regional Director and Representative UNEP/ROAP
14. Mr Timothy higham Regional Information Officer UNEP/ROAP
15. Mr. Mahesh Pradhan Environmental Affairs Officer
16. Ms. Piyachatr Pradubraj UNEP/ROAP Information Assistant
17. Tim Kasten Chief Policy Branch, UNEP Headquarter, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi,

Kenya
18. Denis Ruysschaert UNEP headquarter
19. Achira Leophairatana RRC.AP
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Annex 6. List  of   Contributors and Reviewers

1. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM H.E. Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Hj.
Ahmad HJ. Jumat Minister of Develop
ment Bandar Seri Bagawan BB 3510
Tel : 6732 383222
Fax : 6732 380033
Email : yb@mod.com.bn

2. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Mr. Hj. Mohd. Jumin Hj. Marsal
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Development
Bandar Seri Bagawan BB 3510
Tel : 6732 382298
Fax : 6732 380298
Email : permsec@mod.com.bn

3. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Mr. Mohd. Zakaria Sarudin
Director of Environment, Parks and Rec
reation Ministry of Development
Bandar Seri Bagawan BB 3510
Tel : 6732 382102
Fax : 6732 383644
Email : zak@mod.com.bn

4. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Pg. Shamhary Pg. Dato Paduka Mustapha
Senior Environment Officer
Ministry of Development
Bandar Seri Bagawan BB 3510
Tel : 6732 383222
Fax : 6732 383644
Email : shamhary@msn.com

5. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Eddie Dato Paduka Hj. Sunny
Special Duties Officer
Ministry of Development
Bandar Seri Bagawan BB 3510
Tel : 6732 383222
Fax : 6732 380033
Email : edphs@brunet.bn

Delegates (AMME) Ninth Asean Ministerial Meeting on the Environment 17-18
December 2003, Yangon, Myanmar Brunei Darussalam

No. Country Name & Organisation
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6. KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA H.E. Dr. Mok Mareth
Minister of Environment
#48, Preah Shihanouk
Tonle Basac, Chamkarmon
Phnom Penh
Tel : 855 23 213908
Fax : 855 23 215925
Email : mokmareth@yahoo.com

7. KINGDOM  OF CAMBODIA H.E. Mr. Khieu Muth
General Director
#48, Preah Shihanouk
Tonle Basac, Chamkarmon
Phnom Penh
Tel : 855 16 821180
Fax : 855 23 993739
Email : moe@online.com.kh

8. KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA Mr. Oun Khim
Director of Department of Accounting
and Financial
#48, Preah Shihanouk
Tonle Basac, Chamkarmon
Phnom Penh
Tel : 855 23 213908
Fax : 855 23 215925

9. INDONESIA Mr. Ma Chan Sethea
Chief of Asean Office
Ministry of Environment
#48, Preah Shihanouk
Tonle Basac, Chamkarmon
Phnom Penh
KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
Tel : 855 23 213908
Fax : 855 23 215925
Email : povth@yahoo.com.sg

10. INDONESIA H.E. Mr. Nabiel Makarim, MPA, MSM
Minister for Environment
Jakarta
Tel : 6221 858 0102/858 0103
Fax : 6221 858 0101
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11. INDONESIA Mr. Aboejoewono Aboeprajitno
Assistant Minister for Global Environ
ment Affairs Ministry of Environment
JL D. I. Panjaitan, Kebon Nanas
Jakarta Timur 13410
Tel : 6221 858 0112
Fax : 6221 858 0112
Email : nnaboe@menlh.go.id

12. INDONESIA Ms. Liana Bratasida
Deputy Minister for Environment
Conservation/Head of Asoen HTTF
Ministry of Environment
JI.D.I. Panjaitan, Kebon Nanas
Jakarta Timur 13410
Tel : 6221 858 0111
Fax : 6221 858 0111
Email : dokie@cbn.net.id

13. INDONESIA Mr. Immanuel Robert Inkiriwang
Director for ASEAN Functional Coop
eration Director General of ASEAN Co
operation Department of Foreign Affairs
Jakarta 10110
Tel : 6221 350 961
Fax : 6221 350 9051
Email : dirkfa@dfa_deplu.go.id

14. INDONESIA Mr. Dana A. Kartakusuma
Director
Bureau for Planning and International
Cooperation
Ministry of Environment
JI. D. I. Pandjaitan, Kebon Nanas
Jakarta Timur 13410
Tel : 6221 852 0763
Fax : 6221 858 0110
Email : dana@menlh.go.id
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15. MYANMAR Mr. Amin Maulana Wicaksono
Third Secretary
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
100, Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road
Yamgon
Tel : 951 254465
Fax : 951 254468
Email : KBRIYGN@MYANMAR.COM.MM

16. LAO PDR H.E. Prof. Dr. Bountien Phissamay
Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office
President of the Science, Technology and
Environment Agency
P. O. Box 2279
Vientiane
Tel : 856 21 213665
Fax : 856 21 213472
Email : bountiem@stea.gov.la

17. LAO PDR Mr. Soukata Vichit
Director-General
Department of Environment Agency
Prime Minister’s Office
P. O. Box 2279
Vientiane
Tel : 856 20 5504217
Fax : 856 21 218712
Email : soukatav@yahoo.com

18. LAO PDR Mrs. Keobang A. Keola
Deputy Director-General of Cabinet
Science, Technology and Environment
Agency Prime Minister’s Office
P. O. Box 2279
Vientiane
Tel : 856 21 218874
Fax : 856 21 218874/213472
Email : keobanga@stea.gov.la
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19. LAO PDR Mr. Virasac Somphong
Deputy Director
ASEAN Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Vientiane
Tel : 856 21 451936
Fax : 856 21 413268
Email : virasacs@yahoo.com

20. MALAYSIA H.E. Dato² Seri Law Hieng Ding
Minister of Science, Technology and the
Environment Level 7, BLOCK C5,
Parcel C, Federal Government
Administrative Centre
62662 Putrajaya
Tel : 603 8885 8008
Fax : 603 8889 1818
Email : lhd@moste.gov.my

21. MYANMAR H.E. Dato  Cheah Sam Kip
Ambassador
Embassy of Malaysia
82, Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road
Yangon
Tel : 951 220248
Fax :951 221840
Email: mwkyangon@mptmail.net.mm

22. MALAYSIA Dr. Zulkifli Idris
Director
Convervation and Environmental
Management Division
Ministry of Science, Technology and the
Environment
Level 5, Block C5, Parcel C,
Federal Government Administrative
Centre 62662 Putrajaya
Tel : 603 8885 8033
Fax : 603 8889 2973
Email : drzul@moste.gov.my
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23. MALAYSIA Mr. Patrick Tan Hock Chuan
Director
Strategic Communications Division
Department of Environment
Ministry of Sceence, Technology and the
Environment Level 5, Block C4,
Parcel C, Federal Government
Administrative Centre 62662 Putrajaya
Tel : 603 8885 8223
Fax : 603 8889 1042
Email : pth@jas.sains.my

24. MALAYSIA Dr. Nadzri Yahaya
Deputy Director
Conservation and Environmental
Management Division
Ministry of Science, Technology and the
Environment Level 5, Block C5,
Parcel C, Federal Government
Administrative Centre 62662 Putrajaya
Tel : 603 8885 8028
Fax : 603 8889 2973
Email : nadzri@moste.gov.my

25. MALAYSIA Mr. Jini Wat
Principal Private Secretary to the
Minister of Science, Technology and the
Environment Level 7, Block C5,
Parcel C, Federal Government
Administrative Centre 62662 Putrajaya
Tel : 603 8885 8012
Fax : 603 8885 0202
Email : jini@moste.gov.my

26. MALAYSIA Mr. Adlan Mohd. Shaffieq
Assistant Director
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tel : 603 8887 4487
Fax : 603 8889 2729
Email : adlanms@kln.gov.my
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27. MYANMAR Mr. Roselin Rajab
Second Secretary
Embassy of Malaysia
82, Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road
Yangon
Tel : 951 220248
Fax : 951 221840

28. MYANMAR H.E.U. WIN AUNG
Chairman of the National Commission
for Environmental Affairs and
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Pyar Road, Dagon Township
Yangon
Tel : 951 221623
Fax : 951 222950/221714

29. MYANMAR U Thaung Tun
Secretary National Commission for
Environment Affairs Director-General
Political Department Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Pyay Road, Dagon Township
Yangon
Tel : 951 222191/221557
Fax : 951 222950/221546
Email : env.myan@mptmail.net.mm

30. MYANMAR U Aung Bwa
Director General
Department of ASEAN Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Pyay Road, Dagon Township
Yangon
Tel : 951 229214
Fax : 951 222950/221714
Email : dg asean_mofa@myanmar.com.mm
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31. MYANMAR Daw Yin Yin Lay
Joint Secretary
National Commission for
Environmental Affairs Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Complex
Pyay Road, Dagon Township Yangon
Tel : 951 221594
Fax : 951 221546
Email : env.myan@mptmail.net.mm

32. MYANMAR Dr. San Hla Thaw
Director General
Directorate of Meteorology and Hdorlogy
Ministry of Transport Yangon
Tel : 951 665669
Fax : 951 665944
Email : dg.dmh@mptmail.net.mm

33. MYANMAR U Soe Win Hlaing
Deputy Director-General
Department of Forestry
Ministry of Foresty Yangon
Tel : 951 681758
Fax : 951 681761

34. MYANMAR U Win Myint
Director
Department of Human Settlement and
Housing Development
Ministry of Construction Yangon
Tel : 951 379074
Fax : 951 246758
Email : dg.dmh@mptmail.net.mm

35. MYANMAR U Zaw Win
Director
Department of Fire Service Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief & Settlement
Yangon
Tel : 951 666908
Fax : 951 664345
Email : fsd@fireservicedept.com.mm
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36. MYANMAR Dr. Daw Mi Mi Kyi
Professor
Department of Geography
Ministry of Education Yangon
Tel : 951 536943 (off.), 539820 (Res.)
Email : yugeography@mptmail.net.mm

37. MYANMAR U Myint Thein
Deputy Head
Pollution Control and Cleansing
Department Yangon City Development
Committee Yangon
Tel : 951 246570

38. MYANMAR Dr. Swe Thwin
Professor
Department of Marine Science
Mawlamyine University
Ministry of Education
Mawlamyine
Tel : 95 57 24853, 22027
Email : swethwin@mail4U.com.mm

39. MYANMAR U Scin Tun
Deputy Director
Department of Water Resources and
Improvement of River System
Ministry of Transport Yangon
Tel : 951 292961
Fax : 951 290230
Email : dwir@com.mm

40. MYANMAR Daw Htwe Nyo Nyo
Deputy Director
National Commission for Environment
Affairs Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Complex Pyay Road, Dagon Township
Yangon
Tel : 951 221106
Fax : 951 221546
Email : env.myan@mptmail.net.mm
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41. MYANMAR Dr. Than Htoo
Assistant Director
National Commission for Environmental
Affairs Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Complex Pyay Road, Dagon Township
Yangon
Tel : 951 212268
Fax : 951 221546
Email : env.myan@mptmail.net.mm

54. THAILAND H.E. Mr. Prapat Panyachatraksa
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment Minister for Natural
Resources and Environment
Tel : 662 298 2115/ 662 298 2137
Fax : 662 298 2113

55. THAILAND Dr. Plodprasop Suraswadi
Permanent Secretary
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 049
Fax : 662 2982 048, 2982 659
Email : plodprasop_s@monre.go.th

56. THAILAND Mr. Chalermsak Wanichsombat
Deputy Permant Sercrtary
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 196
FAx : 662 2982 401
Email : chalermsak_w@monre.go.th

57. THAILAND Mr. Apichai Chvajarenrnpun
Director General
Pollution Control Department
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 121
FAx : 662 298 129
Email : apichai.c@pcd.go.th
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58. THAILAND Mr. Vichit Phattanagosai
Deputy Director General
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 5614 292-3 Ext 703
Fax : 662 5797 099

60. THAILAND Dr. Atahara Wongsaengchan
Director
Office of Central Administration
Office of the Permanent Secretary
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 055
Fax : 662 2982 048
Email : atchare_w@monre.go.th

61. THAILAND Dr. Theerapat Prayurasiddhi
Chief, Technical Suppuet Group
Office of the Minister
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 137
Fax : 662 2982 113
Email : theerapat@hotmail.com

62. THAILAND Miss Patrannan Pattiya
Counselor
Department of ASEAN Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tel : 662 6435 000 Ext 4422
Fax : 662 6435 223
Email : patranap@rnfa.go.th

63. THAILAND Dr. Srisuda Jarayabhand
Chief, International Organization Section
Office of International Coopcration on
Natural Resources and Environment
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 014
Fax : 662 2982 659
Email : srisudaj@hotmail.com
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64. THAILAND Miss Sujittra Kiatsutthakorn
Environmental Official
Office of International Coopcration on
Natural Resources and Environment
Minister for Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 662 2982 014
Fax : 662 2982 659
Email : sujittrasc@hotmail.com,
sujittra_sc@yahoo.com

65. VIETNAM H.E. Dr. Pham Khoi Nguyen
Standing Vice Minister
Ministry of Natnral Reaources and
Environment

66. VIETNAM Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Sinh
Director General
Vietnam Environmental Protection
Agency
Tel : 844 8223 194
Fax : 844 8223 189
Email : asean.mfa@mofa.gov.vn

67. VIETNAM Ms. Hoang Thi Ninh
Deputy Director General
Departmcnt of ASEAN Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tel : 841 993 354
Fax : 844 84355 758
Email : asean.mfa@mofa.gov.vn

68. VIETNAM Mr. Nguyen Viet Thang
Expert
Department of International Relationship
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment
Tel : 844 7734 527
Fax : 844 8352 191
Email : nvthang@monre.gov.vn

No. Country Name & Organisation
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69. VIETNAM Mr. Duong Thanh An
Expert
Tel : 844 8229 728
Fax : 844 8223 189
Email : dtan@nea.gov.vn

70. JAKARTA H.E. Mr. Ong Keng Yong
Secretary General of ASEAN
JL Sisingamangaraja 70 A
Tel : 6221 7262 991
Fax : 6221 7398 234

71. JAKARTA Mr. Raman Letchumanan
Head of Environment Unit
ASEAN Secretariat
JL Sisingamangaraja 70 A
Tel : 6221 7262 991
Fax : 6221 7230 985
Email : raman@aseansec.org

72. JAKARTA Ms. Wendy Yap Hwee Min
Senior Officer
ASEAN Secretariat
JL Sisingamangaraja 70 A
Tel : 6221 7262 991
Fax : 6221 7230 985
Email : wendy@aseansec.org
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The Naga City People Empowerment Program institutionalized “People Power” in the city by
passing Empowerment Ordinance No. 95-092 that puts in place a clear and comprehensive
framework for allowing its constituents to take active part in governance.  The Program created the
Naga People’s Council, a body composed of respected men and women from NGOs, POs, coopera-
tives, and barangays (villages).  It also implemented the Participatory Planning Initiatives (NCPPI)
that involved the preparation of action plans on the following key health and environment con-
cerns:

• Rehabilitation of Naga River
• Upgrading of the Naga City Hospital
• Improvement of solid waste management.

As mandated by its revolutionary “Empowerment Ordinance,” the City Government tapped
external technical assistance to train its people and other stakeholders on the highly participative
Technology of Participation (ToP) planning techniques. The skills gained from said assistance
enabled the city to:

• Prepare the Naga City River Watershed Strategic Management Plan based on extensive inputs
from stakeholders who have approved the plan themselves through a stakeholder congress;
• Draft the Ecological Solid Waste Management Plan (EWAMP) that is helping enhance the
system for local solid waste management, and
• Revitalize the moribund City Health Board, which is now managing the conduct of grassroots
health planning exercises together with 27 village health councils of Naga. The City Health Plan
(which will also guide the upgrading of the city hospital) will be based on the village health plans
generated through these community-based planning exercises.

Sources:  UN Habitat Best Practices; Galing Pook Foundation

Box 1
Naga City People Empowerment Program and Participatory Planning Initiatives

Philippines
1998 Dubai International Award for Best Practices, UN Habitat

2002 Gawad Galing Pook Award, Philippines

Annex 7. Good Practices in Sustainable Development
In Southeast Asia
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TotalFinaElf E&P Indonesia, a global corporation that seeks to further sustainable development in
communities where it operates, launched Modal Dana Bergulir, or the Revolving Capital Fund
(RCF) in East Kalimantan in June 2000.  It provided seed capital loans and passed on managerial
know-how to entrepreneurs seeking to start up village-based small and micro enterprises (SMEs) in
19 villages. Part of a wider aim of fostering sustainable revenue-generating ventures for the benefit
of entire communities, RCF sought to ease the access of poorer people to capital. It also sought to
involve entire villages by encouraging their self-reliance and mutual support.

By the end of 2000, RCF had ?110,000 in loans benefiting 780 beneficiaries.  More significantly,
the communities had taken over administration of the capital loans from the central fund manager
assigned by TotalFinaElf.  Because of the good performance, the RCF was extended and its policies
and programs strengthened through the consultative processes that were institutionalized (e.g.,
focus group discussions).  Said consultations led to the formulation of the Socio-Economic Strate-
gic Plan that was drawn up on the basis of the aspirations of the local communities.  By 2002, the
RCF was already covering and helping uplift the economic and social conditions in 30 villages.

(As of 2002, TotalIndon had handed over 207 community projects to government and local
communities, with the projects totally managed by the local communities themselves.)

Source: TotalFinaElf E&P website

Box 2
Revolving Capital Fund in Indonesia

A good practice on partnership between a corporate entity and the community

The Government Housing Bank (GHB) has played a key role in the development of Thailand’s
housing sector. The GHB has brought together the private sector, lending institutions, governments
and home buyers to improve housing affordability in Thailand. It fostered partnerships which
created interdependence among stakeholders to deliver a home to buyers. This created demand
which led to a decrease in housing prices. The GHB has been able to break away from traditional
practices and initiated a new savings deposit scheme with higher interest rates resulting in a substan-
tial in-flow of funds. In offering low- interest loans to home buyers and developers alike the GHB
has provided less restrictive access to borrowers and, as a result, forced commercial lenders to follow
suit.

Source: UN Cyberschool

BOX 3
 The Government Housing Bank

Bangkok, Thailand
1998 Dubai International Award for Best Practices, UN Habitat
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The ecology and natural environment of the City of Puerto Princesa was suffering from illegal
logging, illegal fishing, over- exploitation of its other natural resources. In 1992, the Mayor of the
City embarked on a program to preserve the natural environment of the city through regulation,
crime prevention and monitoring of the use of dangerous substances (primarily cyanide for fishing).
Virtually all 120,000 residents, through the strong partnership among NGOs, government agen-
cies and the private sector, were involved in the guarding of the City against bad elements that
caused the apprehension and punishment of drug traffickers, poachers, illegal loggers, kaingineros
(slash-and-burn farmers), blast-and-poison fishermen and other lawbreakers. The program led the
central government to turn over the management of the St. Paul Subterranean River Park (5,753
ha.) to the City - creating a precedent in the history of the Philippines.  The Park generates consid-
erable income from tourism.  The program is funded solely by the city government and represents
20 percent of its Annual Development Fund.

Source: Gawad Galing Pook Foundation; UN Cyberscool

Box 4
Bantay Puerto Programme (Puerto Princesa City Nature Watch) Philippines

1998 Dubai International Award for Best Practices, UN Habitat
Gawad Galing Pook Award, Philippines

Box 5
TREE for Legacy Tree Resources for Education, Enterprise and Legacy

Nueva Vizcaya Province, Philippines
2002 Gawad Galing Pook Award, Philippines

The program aims to (1) alleviate poverty in the province and (2) encourage its population to plant
trees so that the current forest cover (25%) of their watershed may substantially improve in the
shortest time possible.  It has three distinct components, each one addressing a specific priority
concern, namely:

• TREE for Education or the Children’s Forest Program – gives students the authority to plant
and harvest trees and sell them for profit.  The government provides seedlings, the schools set aside
a plot, and the students plant as many as 50 trees on the plots.  They get the proceeds from
harvested trees, each of which could cost P5,000.  Parents and teachers also receive harvesting rights
as guardians of the school programs.

• TREE for Enterprise – has the same scheme as the former but caters to non-students and allows
the sale of trees for profit.

• TREE for Legacy – provides harvesting rights in protected areas and watersheds to civil society
and other community organizations.
By 2004, the program is expected to have planted 734,875 trees, covered 78 schools and involved
5,616 individuals.

Source: Galing Pook Foundation
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